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To the Reveread 




Di^BATHtrRST 

The Worrfiy and Learned 



,,, , J.;: 

OXFORD. 

Reverend Sir, 

mte the dtcevcy 4m fit»^Jf yf 

wy met sni tritieai S$kcifmtty 
htcmfeymr iAJtltUtioti umHr' 
nM Ri^ t* mU die frmttf 
my Studies hot fiuUi k dtte Oful 
wetefiff i Cmid the ONigautntf tf Dntjf smcti 41 
lUijmffhideciaKy^fodmiftiffffmm mlk^ 
f§> nktinM^ttifit he tmhnAfode^ ^ ink to Wv <^r 
m, i»MhfH hun Mnjt^i, Ww my StuUti ( Sir) 

■ ** 3. Digitized b^OOgle 




The Epiftlc 

0i'tP0 deeply iiM^ei to ywr Ineouraging Direct*: 
hnSf t9 mkf dny ^ther tepaymeMthen fy entirely^. 
irepgning themfehesupinto your. hands ^ and'there-f, 
fore I cannot alienate any thing thafs theirs ^ from 
heing Tours , mihout being guihy at once of thegre4» 
teflJnjt^ce imd Imatitude, So ^at though ^^U 
^ut Injire yikt.?^aiM hy concerning itsufuthomp. 
in behalf of fo worthUfs a Tx^,yet amhjury that's 
therejult of Duty and Gratitude y may hope for 
notwly your Pardoui hu%{fi^€ir is yntrfitn^ 
dour^ yoi^'Jcce^tand^m ;'Jvifey^ ^aipioiJuffeSl 
the Ideality of my iRefentments, when I decline not 
fo Criminal an Einience thereof, and ralhermlfully 
chofe to commit any Faults and Indecencies then loje 
the leaft "Opportunity to prtnoe it. - - 

/ will not he fo troublefome as to remind yon of 
the retaile of your Obligations, yet there is one ^ H^A 
peculiar matchlefnefs obliges me to as peculiar am 
ackpowledgnent^ For to your prevailing advice (Sir) 
do lowe my firfi Refcue* fr^m tije Chains andFet* 
ters of an unhappy Education, then which 'twas im* 
fi^le either for you to haCoe conferred^ or for me 
to hanoe receded agreater ben^^ there being no Pet"^ 
fe&ion to be Valued at fo hmj a Rate as a true Free*, 
dome and Ingenuity of Mind i 'Tis dois^ ^at di-* 
jiinguipes Churches from Heards, J^dthofe men 
that hate tdd ajide the free and impartial ufeef 
theip'J^afonSg mjufi as ft fir 1(eligio»M She^ 
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trt Bnaes yvttlmtfetjc^, ttnd- the ithen ^mta. witk 
iu Howcout4 theScyikian hitttfiicri^^A^Am^ 
^eingSy had he mtfirffacVtficefL^k'J^afort^w. 
^eEiyftian adored ItMiimaL Creatures y hadmt 
himf elf been one K Ony.»ns C4tdd nh>er ki^e heem 
peities if EgyptUfis haijfeen'mmi ktp.khenilita>* 
f>ttwasdncehanijhed ibf Tewfies^ fft winder if 
folly and. fuperfiition conmemedReli^m y a^foct^ 
m^t be a Detty T»hen ^ Priefi-ms wtmte. But 
{^Sir)the excejsofmy Joy ahd'Zeai/temftmetab» 

impertinenU ^'•■. ' ■ ' •. •• .■'.'•'' ■ ■' v '' '* ■ ■ -■ ■■'^ 
PhiUfopie may ferhap think, her felf hardly 
dialt withy to hau Wo of her famoufeft-SeSii sall'd 
to the Barre by fo mean a Clear k, as. pty Jelfy yet S 
Mnk,lh^e. done thim nit a ImleBotiour iaeuin^ 
them before fa Eminent a Judge, and onefo muck 
their Peer in all Sublime Learnintand Genet oftie 
of Soul I that their ^reat Mafiers ^eno and Plato 
m^jufily Refign the Chair, and yield their Porch 
andJcademy inferior to the Colkdqe that you Pre- 
fiete, , Where the many lood foundations , and grounds 
ofT*olite Literature, tttat you alone halpe laid, may 
well be thought' the only TzWimzns of its frefent 
flourijhing and profferous Condition, Thefe Papers 
therefore vphich veere formed and hatched under your 
immediate bifiuencesi heino to iak^ their flight abroad 

i?i^ ^k W^l^^i ^^^ '" ^^ legitimated by g(^,j|fe^oogle 
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ilMi ihi Siin'i f^hiekfm sh^jfJbmtdfgfifNwJ^fy 
jMMB «// my BiUea9uifs, Jcdmut hn ttckjuwkfy 
(Siit) thai I hete cngfMf Jifi^ in ihis Bf^ltutf 
Jddrtfsi fumilj,tamiejourt^e^f»ii3aikmay 
'JbfewdmffmmllteP^imr^fy9urjlmdpiifiiil:. 'Tt} 
tiry mmfiidhefuff lenpjSy mt yet 'tis whten^ 
pefintf ikatyouwomdie fiei^M HVrtteBiymfrm 
jmffifi ^r / hef» *ffer to ytuf ^ht d^at F(^. 
whiS (Md I wot kjnmyMir Candtr t^ke frvfottii^^A. 
U yntr. 9ik» A>K9mfhfmems) icwld eom vifh 
m^ ffcMe tf . Jnd iM^ GS^J^ fy frefimgywp^ 
liame to this Pamfhlet^ 1 have not onely Itefaiei n 

tmytut ownfmigmrn^ mUikeC'mtemftfft^krs^ 

m tbut Of mmyM$jhdi thunet iy thrfykeihtrnf^ t» 
tmdnjkmd that dmesfiuk a ihim inr 1 mthewmd, 
mojfwithai h iiifmiud 4>f the Amur mtd Bkf^^ 
mfslhave^ heiiig 

Rcvciend" Stjt ..^* ■ 

Your mod Faithfol, moft obli- 
ged, and mod hiiinblc '. 
Scrvanc, < \ : 
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A Free and impartial 

A C C O V N Tj 

O F T H E 

TIJTONICK THILOSOPHIE, 

. ^i ii%$§: tiE E that are fo iiiconfiderate, as to 
^^ P'^"'^ Books,feU cair felvesinto the 
TT7 p^ greateft Slavery in the .world, be- 
8^ ing thereby expofed tx) the feverc 
'M& ^ ^fif * commands of thofe that knowus, 
fli^s^f^t^ and feverer lafties o£ thofe that 
-. ' : know us not: fo that you may 

perhaps fooner expert tofind me in a Venetian Gaily 
then in the Ptefs again. Not as if I were either fo 
little a ;Phil6fopheri..as to regard jothcr mens Cen- 
iuresa (for I have coo little efteem for the GeBCrali- 
ty of Mankind, to be at all concernd how they c- 
iteem of me ; and ypu know 'tis one of my greateft 
4efign^ in this world , Id be one j6f the raoft uii- 
cpocern'd men bit,) or fb little your. Eriend j as 
toftiie your commands Burthens : " yet , ( to be ^t^ 

33 plain ^ 




« !//» JccourA of thi Plat$nuk, Philofofhie, 

plain with you upon the warrant of our Philofo- 
phick Friend{hip)had they not furprifcv! me at a 
very feafonable time, I had fcnt you no other reply, 
then either of Excufe, or flat Denvai ; For, though 
I wa$ then addre^Ting my felf to focne Mtuhematicat 
Studies y to the purfuance whereof I allotted the 
next portion of time, yet the main of my Studies 
for fome weeks before had been employ'd in l?latO' 
ntck^^nthorsy fo that both my Brain and my Papers 
being well llufFed with Ideas 3I was notdifplcafed 
with the oportunity you have given me of Venting 
the one, and Methodizing the other. 

The Task then you cnjoyn me, is. To give an 
accoutt of two Plauages in ray Tentamina FhyjuQr- 
Jheologica ; The one out of the laft Chapter of the 
firft Book, in which lexclaimagaindthe Piatenick. 
Philoibphy, as an ui^rounded and Fanatick Fancy: 
The other out of the laft Chapter of the fecond 
Book, where difputing s^aind tnofe that alTert the 
neceffity of the Worlds Eternal Exijtences I was oc- 
cafionally obliged, to glance upon the two grand 
Attributes of Grods Dsminitn and Gooimfsi hence 
you aijoyn me to make good my charge z%^^sSSPlat9 
by giving you a larger, and more particular account 
of his Fhyloibphie, and to fend you a further Expli- 
cttion of the Nature and Extent of the forementio- 
ncd JttrAtdeSy cfpecially, as tbfcy have reference to 
the lately rcviv'd Hyjitbefa of the Tmydfieiue <tf 
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Sauls i feeing I have there reckoned that up amoi^ o* ' 
ther taih and unwarraticable opmiottt, which ibme . 
met thkk to maintain fnam the Natuie of Gods 
goodnefs ; together with a fpecial account of the 
groundleibefs of the Byfothefis it felf. 

But if {Sir) I now pay one part of this Ddx, I 
owe to your Commands,.! may fafely prefume up- 
on your Candor for a forbearance of the other half; 
becaufe (as I have often tx)ld you} althou^ the Re- 
creation^ fometimes take to frame iny Thought* 
and Conceptions into words, aimfo(t equals the 
Kaviihit^ delight I derive from their Brft Births 
andDifcoveries, yet coo long a continuance at this 
tmploymencis to me ( and I bdieve to iiioft men 
eliib ) the moft tedious and wearifome piece of 
Dradgerie in the world ; io that if afrer this pay^ 
ment in part, you will but grant me a (hort refptte 
torefrcfl^mvfclfwithalktlcVarictie, I do here 
et^ge to difoharge the whole Debt,when ever you 
(hall demand it. At prefent therefore deferring 
the latter halfof my Task, I (hall onl^ fendvoa 
as iatis£i6kory an account of ^^Uttmek, Hihfo- 
fhie, iasi am able; and that it maybe as full and 
entire as its brevity will permit : I (hall confider it 
in all its ports, according to the dioft ufeal , and 
perhaps^ moil oomprehenive divifion of Philofephie 
into Morality^ Logidc, Bhtfick , and Natural 

The^4]gte« ' • • ■ Digitized by ^^OOQIC 
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4 Jn Account of the PUiomclCPhilofofhie, 

FIrftthen, as for their Mtmlityi no PUtonifi can 
fee an higher eftiroace upon it,thea nay felf ; For 
befide chofe ufeful and excellenc JNfotices, which ic 
teaches in common with the Ethicks of other Sedls^ 
it may challenge a f^al Preheminence upon feve- 
lal accounts; as 

I . In that the Rules and Direftions it prefaibes 
are Sober«nd Practicable ; it does not flatter men 
with lipmantiekDegrees ofHappinefs, upon fond 
an(J fantaftick Principles , but complies with the 
conditions of tiumane life , and neither Pionbifes 
nor Defignes greater proportions of Felicity, 
thei our pre^pt Capacities will allow of. The 
Platonifis were not fd Vain as to comfort them- 
{elves with high ftrein'd Paradoxes againft the con- 
visions of Senfe and Experience: They do not 
teach us, when we are in the extremity of Paid and 
Ai^iTha to fir^ ^amfutcoe^ t^uam dulce hoc efl , 
0iuam hoc non euro ? No, but they eHeemcd of every 
thing as they found and fek it, and therefore 
whatfocver they experienced agreeable to their 
Nawres they put igto the Accounts' of Good , as 
on the contraiy , whatfoevfcr they found to be a 
Grievance 5 they needed no.orficr inducement to 
convince t(iem of its Evil Whereas 4t was the 
humour of the 6'#g^^x,rather toftrein for Farodoxes 
aiid IBraiseries then give pra<3:icable ^ules oi 
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life : And therefore it was well ©biervedby fomc' 
of the j/«tteatx,:tlniat.neTet atiy mun <36uicl attam tp^ 
thtthe^t of .wifclome,wMch the Smd^Hiiifd^i^ 
pretends to. St^iei em Sapientiam f fafes'tero) in-^ 
terfretaniufi quam adhuc nemo mftalif efi confecutusy 
And Sene€a fpeakiqg'of a true Stoick j Fettaff^, (fey s^ 
he) tmqutim Phmniyc'.femei arm <\uinHnil}nnk< va^'^i • 
fcitur 5 , anAtheft onlyjnentibns d^? Fii^Vd? inftadce 
of Cat9. But the lad. tkne '■ I had thte- Iwppihefs: 
tJoDi{baurfe with you, y<suiW38fofficienriycoi1-' 
vOTG'd-hovlr'lictle±heverctie<£^iir(jj and^th^hbh^)r 
oiSUgnltiszit to be valaed. tfyoft fi^utd-d^iHiaRd^ 
of. me. an account of the- Stoical Principles,' 
they arefuch k&thefe. .That tWfieggerly Stoick- 
is; eheonly Rich, man, *&w >8 -as??) ^a'-Jbi^'^^^j- 
caufe foiflboth .he' is Mafter of- alf other fnehs"^ 
wealth. .That he alone' is beautiful- free , and' 
noble, thatiallidthef. men a«e- ugfy fcyrdld ilaves.- 
Thit : he alone is:i*rinte< and Emjperoi* .• of '^^ 
Umyerfe.That he can vie Pferfe^ion'& Hap^ihefs' 
with God Hinifelf; nay 5€Bf«blufhes ., - ' 
Wtto^ffixms.eftaritptidiiMifapimsdnte-' ^?*'*':2^?* ; 
cedat Deum. Tnat he alone is a true Poet,- (b^jitorjl 
Painter, Shoo-makeTjCbblerjTayteri or thathiin- 
iJelf is good for evecyrfiingjand no body elfie good for' 
aoy thing.Tha£ to kiUa .Swallow isiK)t« left viilanie' 
^en P-ariicidf, Tfaac 'cii as^reat a v^rtae to taK' a^ 
jiea*bitiJt^p?tiendy, atitis to^pBe'fervb'^nes Goiin-s' 
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S MAu0m of JnVUumkfhiU^itjj^i, 

xty by the mod Gallant and Heroick A&lons.That 
there is as much prudence in lifting up your 6n^er 
with difcretions as in managbig the \mMn Empre,: 
That he alwayes bath his will, 'E»g«rfw $6mi, «ifmi«M 
j*'*^ ; Wifti what you will, and you (hall obtaine 
y/hat you wiih : IJte old decrepid Jolaia in Eufi- 
pf£f^ that by the force of a wi(h, rctrived his youth- 
ful V^our and Spritefulnefs, &c. After all which, 
you will think this aParadox indeed, »*» "t*" «m«««a*. 
that 'tis onpoiTibk for a Steads to be mad^ So 
Extravagant are theit Principles, that Plutarch has 
made it the Title of one of his Books, m me^\, 
rifft it stvmIi W 9Hn^ Kfijfmf, Jbat the StUckf talk, more 
Extrxm^ntly then the Baets, I could quote jroa 
nam places out of Lueim to this purpoiie agaidl 
the Stoicks, but then it rouflonly Wto (hew you 
how well I am acquakited with nis Writings, for 
he is every where fo abufive and bitter in hi^ Sa- 
tyres, againlk all forts of Philofophers, that if his 
mouth be any Hander, they nouft have been a padi 
of the Vileft Villains that ever breathed, and 
upon that fcore I ^U wave his TeClimcny : To 
proceed therefore, ' 

Whereas it was a fundamjotial Fmeifle of the 
Stoicks, toeHsem all thir^ out of the power of a 
mans own will, ^^^hoi, mr good, nirevilj and thence 
not to reckon Health, Chearfolncfs, good Name, 
Wealth, Friends, Sicknefe, Grief, Difgraee, 
- ^. Digitized by Vo Poverty, 



Ju Jcaunt of the Phtot^K Pb^fffht»^ 7 

Poverty, Enemies^ kto the account of Good or 
Evil. ThcTlatmfiss on the contrary^ made their 
im^aiures of Good and Evil^ from the obfervations 
of Scnfc and Experience -, They therefioie went 
not about to jperfwade chetnikWes that any accidetir^ 
which th^y felt to be evil, waserethelefs fo, by be- 
ing placed beyond the reach and command of dieir 
own wills i but looking about into the ^Nature of 
things, they (ud found that Man was a complex 
and multi^rious Being> integrated of Body and 
Soul, and fo that his felicity could not be confum^ 
mate, if one confUtuenthalidf him was miferable : 
and then, that the body was liable to a thoufand 
forreign contii^encies, which 'tk not in the power 
of the mind to avoid, but yet, that Vertue and Confi- 
deration J which have the moil immediate, aud moft 
diHus'd influence upon the repofe and iatisfa^ioii 
of man^kind^ derive entirely from vt^ithin a mans 
ielf, and depend not at all upon any external occur- 
rendes ^ whctice they concluded, that thoo^ the 
bi^jeH: portions of our felicity be at our own dif- 
p^s, vet that itmuO: be acknowlec^edthatibme 
of the wiailer parcels thereof are kft to Chance, 
and unc^tauiEineisencies. And thefe they did 
pot hope (with the Stoicks} to efcape by a wilful 
fenfelefnefs and (Vupidity, like PMnuous, who when 
a very tfi]|)octunat^ Bt of the Goat attempted to 
Interrupt hisHaiai^e before Pomfiy^ cries outj 
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t\^il <^s doiifi j^am^if ps molefluSi nunipuim cda- 
fitebir u maUin ^e 5 The moft pachctical Expref- 
fjon of die acutencfs of his paine ! But the courfe 
they tookj was to- purge their miixfe of froward 
popular humours, and to fweeten theni with mild 
and benign Principles % to moderate and command 
thdr pa&tfiSa to fornilh, themfelves with prudence 
and experiaicej and then whatever hajppehcd,. to 
govern themfelves by the Lawes of Wifdom and 
Moderation : £ecaufe> though all the Fountains qi 
contentraeiic are not within, nor do all our 'joys iflue 
from our own Bowels, yet they receive their cheif 
tinctures thence : and hereby almoll all our hap- 
piqeis is prudently, confin'd within the compafs of 
our ,Qwrn minds'5. for all intelkdlual endowments 
.(which arc our greatcft perfefticwi^ becauTe they 
pecfedt and advance our higheft faculties) depend 
upon our felves, and when the mind-is mmilhed 
vmh V^crtue & WifdonijiD is able toektraft fome- 
thing beneficial to its owW Intercfts, Trom the Tiibft 
malicioHS accidents:' For every thing havir^ two 
^ndsa&wdl as twofcandlee^^-if a wife man fnif$ the 
one, he williidtM'cai-feitthdo^trj'a^-He iri'P/a- 
^iirc^jWhothrowin'g a ftone at a'dc^ibiitjhk^ ctirlt 
Mother in Law, faid, Jhat he had not mift his Marl^ 
A Wtk man Jiavinghis W/(«(^f»Sd^^ited within 
^islcwnbofome, 1^'whatfofetc?' cireiim^Ges he 
is.befieged, inofti^0is?be^feciiref,^ if hf gdcxi/tf^y 
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minifter to the delights of Temperance, if by bad, 
they are improved to the interefts of Patience and 
Contentedncfs ; fo that though a Wife man be ob- 
noxious to the fpitefiil injuries of Fortune, and may 
be adaulted by forreign calamities, yet his mind (his 
Fort-Royal) is impregnable, and in the middefl: 
of all difappointmentSj its ferenity (bines as indi- 
fturbedly as the Lights of Fharas in the mid'ft of 
Storms and Tempefts. Hereby you fee that though 
many of the ingredients of our happinefs grow not 
within our felves, yet their compofition being at our 
difpofal, 'tis eafle , either to add to their good qua- 
lities, or to allay their bad ones. But becaufe here- 
in confifts the Fundamental difference between the 
morality of the Jcademick^ and Stoickss 1 will en- 
deavour to adert and illullrate it a little more clear- 
ly, by difcufling the main objeftion of the Stoicks ; 
which is this. 

If (fay they) our fatisfa(Stion (hould depend up- 
on forreign advantages, and any part of our happi- 
nefs (hould be beyond our power, then it being fuf- 
pdnded on a thoufand uncertainties, it would both 
render ThiloMie ufelefs, and the condition of man- 
kind unavoidably calamitous and deplorable, in that > 
no body can be mafter of his own fatisfadtion, but 
muft be forced tointruft it with fo blind and fo un- 
certain a thbig as Fortune y and fo muft needs be con- 
tinually liable to infinite misfortunes^ and inceflant- . 
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fO An Jcccunt of the Plaunick^oralitie'. 

\y haraffed wkh fears of loofing thofc things, whicfi 
arc not more neceflary to his happincfs, then they 
arc uncertain and variable. 

Though this objection be pregnantly anfwercd 
by every roans Experience of humane affairs, yet 
partly becaufc 'tis the main Bafis of Stoicifm, and 
partly becaufe it refk^s unhandfomely on the deal- 
ings of Providence, fuppofing that mankind would 
be hardly dealt with, if all his Goods be not placed 
within the confines of his own power, I ftiall endea- 
vour to filcnce it for ever, which I think may be done 
by thefe enfuing confiderations. 

I. That our Earthly happiiiefs is never mere and 
unmixt, but when 'tis pureft, its diluted with fomc 
dafties of mifery. 

Oif* if y\mf yetti* i&tii t^ nt>>ii, Eurh. 

' AAA* igt Tit fiyneftrnt* ' * 

Unallayed fatisfadtions are too Divine to be en- 
joyed any where, but where the Divinity it felfe 
Refides : For as to the happincfs of this life, there 
is no one ultimate OhjeB otfumnum Bonum, to the 
Acquifition whereof all otfcr Goods do but con- 
tribute as Intermedial Infintments^ but every thing 
that Minifters to our Contentment, is a Portion 
of our Soveraigne Happincfs, which is nothing 
elfe but a mars prefent repofe and fatisfettion. I 
can not therefore but commend that Principle of 
fome of the Cyrenaichs, that neither expefted^ nor 
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purfuedany other happinefs in this life, bcfide what 
was CO be found in every Tingle a^^ion and afiaire 
thereof, For all unaninHoufly teach, that the tr4»- 
millit^ mdfatisfaflion of the nundjis the Sovera^n 
happinefs of tms life, and yet that is oncly an a6k 
of the mindexercifed about its prefenc objects, and 
not any diftin^ ob je^ thereof : But the Crea- 
tures are not replenished with that variety of peri 
fe<5iions as to be able to gratlBe all our Appetites, 
much Icfs with that infoiitc fulnefs as to oe able 
to fatis6e them : for alas ! all Created Beings 
are but fmall fragments of perfe^on, ,which on- 
ly ferve to fupport our Souls, till we arrive at 
the fruition of that Ohje^, whofe Prerogative it 
is to be ade()uate and fatisfa^iixMry , to all our 
defires and expe^ations. The Stoicks then for- 
get themfelves, when thejr think an impoflxbility 
of being certainly and entirely happy here, fucn 
an infupportable Mifery ; when all things in this 
world are by the unalterable Lawes of Provi- 
dence imperfeiSt, variable, and liibje^t to the 
Viciflfitudes of Fortune, Now Wife men, 
that confider the Nature and InconClancy of 
things, vvill not dcfigne to themfelves more rai- 
fed degrees of Blefledncffe, then the World can' 
afiord ; but will be content to be as happy as 
their own Capacities and the prefent Condition of 
things will permittand not fruitleny aijpire to heights 
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of felicity, which they can never reach. 

2. Though fome fmaller parcels of our happl- 
nefs be beyond the comn:iand of our willsj yet the 
greater Portions thereof are not : for inftancej all 
that in which the Stoicks place their whole feli- 
city ; and that is pregnant enough of Tranquillitya 
to render our lives fedate and comfortable. What 
though fome appendages of our happinefs are out 
of our own reach, if the main body thereof be 
within it ? Sure if Vertuebe fo Soveraign a good^ 
as fingly to compleat our felicity, it will be fuffi- 
cient to fupport our repofe in the abfence of fmal- 
ler helps and afliftances ; Why then fliould they 
deem our eftate fo deplorable, when we can be fe- 
cure of our mod important intefefts, though fome 
leflcr concernments be left to the difpofal of fortune 

3. 'Tis in our power to alleviate and qualifie 
thofe evils, which 'tis not in our power to efcape. 
What though I can not avoid Sicknefs, Povertie, 
and Difgrace, yet I may by prudent reflection a- 
void being grieved at them, and may improve therti 
to the benefit of Vertue and Wifdome ? The 
mould of a mansFortune is in his own hands,though 
the materials are not. Although a firm and health- 
ful habit of body be exceeding conducive to a chear- 
ful Tenor of mind, yet may 1 be chearful without' 
it, though I might have been much more fo with it. 
When I cannot fuit events to my defires, I will 
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fuk my dcfires to them, I will compromife with 
thofc grievances which I cannot fhun, and thofe 
blows of Fortune, I carnot ward off by Prudence, 
1 will dead by meeting them with a hardy courage 
and refolution. I know I cannot bend the Laws of 
nature to my own will, there remains therefore no 
other remedie then that I fweeten and mollifie their 
rigour, by a cheerful and generous complyance with 
them, and fo according to that vulgar, but very 
wife iny'm^yMak^ aVertue of-Nece^ty:zx\d fo that me- 
tal that's moil folid and generous, is moft malleable 
too. But (todifpatch) methinks ir becomes not a 
dullJfathifi to object that we fhould be difquieted • 
with perpetual feares,if any parcel of our happinefs 
fhould not be lock'd up within our own breads : 
fure. he might refolve , when there remain'd no . 
other remfedic , to cafl himfelf into an infenfible 
Jfathy, How ever every man that premeditates the 
nature and uncertainty of things, will neither be fo 
ftupid, as to be lurprifed with any difafter, nor fa 
fiUy asto double it by a fruitlefs anxiety, but will 
make the befl: of his condition by prudence and 
difcretion. 

2. A fecond thing for which I value the T (ato- 
nes above all other Philofophers, is the innocent 
Gayety and Pleafatitnefs of their Humours. For 
whether I look into their Principles, or into their 
lives, I can fee nothing but what is calme and 
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cheerful. For befidc that their complexions were 
generally brisk and fpritely, the Gemus of their Phi- 
fofophie was free and facetious. It beit^oae of its 
main principles. That as God had provided inefla- 
ble pleafures for good men in the next world, fo 
he had made liberal provifions for their entertain- 
ment in thiS;, and confequently that this life affords 
enough to pleafe, though not to fatisfies whence 
thev were willing to enjoy all its innocent pleafures 
ancl fenfualities, though they thought them not of 
any great concernment to fuch as were furniihed 
with capacities of rifing above it , and afpirii^ to 
heavenly delights. And thus you may fee, how at 
the fame time a wife man may enjoy the world and 
defpife it too. And from tnis manly and Philo- 
fopnick indifferency of life, refulted a handfomeand 
generous contempt of death , for they did not fo 
much dcfie it, out of a dogged neglect of life, as flite 
it oiit of a fober and Fhilofophick uncertainty, whe- 
ther it were better that they continu'd in their pre- 
fent happinefs, or left it to enjoy more pure and 
generous delights, this was the main ground of 
Socrates\ undaunted conftancy in reference to death, 
becaufe whether it were preferable before life, 
ij^xtf mi/ji «A9r i 1^ 9tff it was uncertain and amhigU" 
ous to all but God, alone y as Plato concludes his ii^- 
comparable Apologie. tu &*> ( faies Eurifides ) 
u t) ^ itUi^f9*rap ,T)iMT8«y«7p 5C« ; Who kpows whether 
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is life to live ir Ayetto die,is to be born into another 
worlJjwhich every good man may juftly prefumc 
he (hall find better then this. Though the main rea- 
fon, why they were fo willing to bid adieu to this 
prefcnt Sta^e of life ^ was aneager curiofitytobc 
acquainted with the tranfa^tions / and Thomomena 
of the next. And methinks, had I no other Rule to 
guide my felf by, then merie Philofophie, I could 
willingly play the Platonift in this particular ; For 
though I am neither valiant nor miferable^and am as 
yet b my green and unexperienced years , and have 
tafted lefe of fenfual delights, then (I believe) any 
one placd in the fame capacities and circumdances 
with my felf (fori have hitherto fcarce employ *d 
any of my fcnfes,but that of feeing) infomucn that 
though my Palate be not furfeited and cloy'd with 
the fame repeated relifhes, nor my Eye quite wea- 
ry of beholding the fame repeated objects, yet I 
could be highly content (upon the account of a Phi- 
lofophick.curiofity) to leave this pefent Theatre, ^ 
that I might enter upon the next, for the delight of 
being cntertain'd with a new Scene of things. S'^f w- 
ftf/ having been difcourfing of the condi- 
tion of goxl men after death adds 'eo*? mV * '" '^' 

^ nMJuf Wmm nMfmi, tt raSiJ ^f ••*»»»-, WCrC I but' , 

liirc of the truth of thefe things, I would die a thou- 
fand deaths, for an experimental knowledge of 
them. Bcfides the whole life of man is tranfa(^ed , 
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in the ihort fpace of 24 hours, in the reft of his age 
he does but tread the fame Stage over and over, 
the fame bufineffes always returning in the fame 
compafsof time. Now any wife or generous per- 
fon a that fhall but refle(5t upon the beft fpent day 
ofhiswholelife^ will fcarce find the bufuiefsof it 
fo enticing, as to make him over greedy of more of 
it. But a man that has been running in this Round 
fcveral years, fhould (methinks) be fo fick and 
weary of doing the fame things over and over , as to 
be willing to be at Refl^ or at leaft to change his Em- 
floyment ; fo that though life be no mifery , yet be- 
caufe there may be a iatietyof it, deaths a privi- 
ledge. But for the Stoic^s (that I may continue the 
parallel with their only Rivals in moi/ality) they 
rounded their fatisfadlion upon a fcornful & Frierly 
contempt of every thing, & are fo injurious to their 
Creator, as to teach that he has provided nothii^ 
to entertain his Creatures with, butafewfuch 
childifn empty trifles , as grave men {i,e, Stoicks) 
fhould fcorn to tall, much lefs to feed upon. But • 
though the Tlatonijis are not fo impious as to think 
that God made the world vain , yet they are lb 
wife' and obferving,as to perceive that it has made it 
felf fo 5 and therefore I meet with no Sedt raifed 
fo much above the admired and gaudy trifles of the 
vulgar, as they, nor any more confidently putting 
the worlds Pomp quite out of countenance by a 
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handfome and free-fpirked difdaiiiatheri they 'nor any 
lefs concern d in news, and the little tranfaftions of 
humane affairs 5 Nor any better entertaining them- 
felves with the various-and odd humours of man- 
kind, making dayly Comedies tothemfelves from 
the follies and little conceits of the inconjiderate many. 
Thus the fpangled& glittering Squire, who came to 
Mens very brave and gallantawitn a numerous train 
of Attendants, fuppofir^himfelf fine enough to be 
adored by thtJthenians^ and to be reputed at leaft 
a Demi-God 3 was by thedifcreet ztidJacetiousSi- 
ty IS oi^ePlatonickPhilof Of hers laughed out of his 
vanity, and reduc'd to difcrction and fobriety . Ai.d 
thus the Platoniftin L«cw»raifes mirth to himlelf 
from the feveral A^s of the Play ; now he laughs 
at the Rich mans difplaying his Purpie , with his 
troubleibmc croud of poor-fpirited Sycophants ; 
anon pleafmg himfelf with the difturbances and 
foolilb madnefs of the Borfe-race ; & then with thbfe 
pretty parages which happen at Funerals and ma- 
king of Wills ; next at the filly pleafures of great 
Fcafts and curious EntertJunmer tsj and then at the 
little tumults & odd contingencys at theBaths^Scc. 
But to conclude this head, the Plamijis were gene- 
rous fouls, that beii^ raifed above the little con- 
cernments and under-Shrdrveries of this life ( as the 
Qardmls pf'Iiome are pleafed'to ftilc all fecular em- 
ployments) iate as unconcern'd fpe6:ators, looking 
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down from aloft,wkh pity and difdain>upon the odd 
Carriage of humane afkircs. And happy is he 
--.-_- Celf^ cjui mentis ah arte 
Veffkit errantesyhumanae^e gaudia ridet, . 
For no Profpea is fo pleafant and delightful to the- 
mind of manias when he fees all the mrU below hm, 
& beholds all others fcrambling for afpiring to thofe 
things which himfelf contemns and tramples upon. 
a.The third good quality of theP/<ifa»i/*J>was their 
valuing goed'timre at foiiigh a rate, which though it 
be a conftitution no lefs \irtuous and excellent^then 
'tis charming and amiable , yet the eftimate they 
fet uppn.it was proportionable to its real value. 
Whence refulted that exceeding delight rfiey took in 
the Society of ingenious and fweet-natur'd young 
Gentlemen^upon which fcore they pio- 

cJiiSi! feft themfelves as great Votmes to the 
Ce/fjfeWFtfww, as common Mortals are 
to the Bofthiy me » for their Amours were not 
kttjdled by lui\ and petulency ( they being pro- 
feffedly the moft generous contemners of Women in 
tlie world) but were pure and cleanly enough to 
become Angels and feparatcd foals , Plato's Love- 
Laws fottiidding to court any other objects then 
abftra<^d and intelleaual Beauties. And Plotims 
makes it the ferft afcent to wi^oRie, to 
Emeai.i^i,i [jg affeacdwith tjic mecr proportions 
i^ Bkumuy abftrdfted from the fcnf^ {oand^ ?nd 
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to be enaiiiour'd with the features of bcauty,without 
irefpe<5t to the bodj.whichfihey render beautiful .And 
yet hence fomc have taken occafion to flander 'Plato 
himfelf ftc^ther with his incomparable maftet 
Socrates) as guilty of that unnatural bealllinefs of 
the luftful Sodomites. Although P/^iu at the end of 
his Corn>mum has faid as much to remove all fufpi* 
cion from Socrates^ as a mattep of this nature is ca- 
pable of. And himfelf in his firft book of Laws 
<letefl;s and ftriiS^tly prohibits this ^9&- «*t/^« dijho- 
murable impurity as »« ♦fe» »«/«» riK/mt** a mofi unna^ 
tural imfttdence. But the forementioned calumny had 
never gain'd any credit with us, had it not been re* 
ported by fome of the AncientFatherSj&yet it is too 
notorious to diUemble that they were not only very 
carelefs in their relations concerning thePfc'/tf/J/^fc^*'/, 
being apparently guilty o£ innumerable «Vv»*«7* 
t^nitinn^^ but alfo in many Inftance^ highly difinge- 
nious, infomuch that I find no Profe-writer to a* 
gree fo: much with their reports as Lucian , whofe 
main defign it was to abufe every body that wais 
grave and fober. Which may a little appear by- 
givii^ you an account of the original and progrew 
of the fojrementioned flander. The firil: Authors 
thenof this and other refembling reports were the 
ComUkcPoets^ who were pcrfons of afree^ drolii^, 
and Satyrical humour^ and whofe chief dcfign in 
th^ir Con)6dics,wai'to abtifen[)en with rogui(haild 
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unlucky Stories^ whatever was thcuArgument^ their 
Plot was always Satyr, They therefore who 
flourilheH about the time of the Peloptnefian Warr, 
when the government oi Athens w^s popular i were 
wont to traduce the great and rich men of the Cityt 
But when the Grandees were grown too big to be 
brought upon the Stage (by the alteration of the 
Government into znArifiocracy) they betook them- 
felves to abufe former Poets, and in that h%tyliomer 
was fufficiently lafhed ; but afterwards, when Phi- 
lofofhie began to flourifh , the Philofophers (upon 
every fmall quarrel that hapned between them and 
the Poets) were brought upon the Stage , and per- 
iecuted with all th6.t Satyrs, And thus this foul 
charge of Sodomy, wherewith Socrates has been fo 
loudly impeach'd, was nothing elfe bat an abufive 
invention oiAriftophanesy who havii^ an implacable 
picqueagainft him , endeavour'd by all means to 
render him both odious and ridiculous : For Socra- 
tes being of a grave and fevere humour did not a little 
dif-reliih the vanity andloofenefs of the Stage, 
whereupon ufrifiophanes the Poet Laureat of that 
Age, was fo netled, that he immediately left theolj 
Comical Argument oi drolingupon former Poets, aid 
fet himfelf to abufe the Philofophers, butefpecially 
Socrates s all whofe actions he continually perfecut^ 
with fharp and unlucky Satyrs. And therefore 
whereas Socrates v«is wont to take home tohknfelf, 
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the moft ingenious & fpcitelyYouths^he could meet 
with, to beftow upon them an Education propor- 
tionable to their parts, Jrifiofhanes (with too much 
foub^fs for any Ingenuous Perfon)repreferits him as 
one that pickt up the lovelieft youths, to the foufefl: 
and moft beaftly purpofes. And whereas Socrates 
taught, that God-was to be foi^ht after in HeaTen, 
and not in their Images. Jr^ophanes petUxm^cs 
him as one that Worfliiped the Clouds ^ and to this 
end he Wrote his ni^Iam only to abufe Secmeszvvi 
hisGffi/j. Neither did their Malice reft here, but 
proceeded to Death and Banifhment; for the 
Poets had the grcateft hand in the impeach- 
ment of Socrates'yZxA Melitus,thsit was his moft ve- 
hement Accufer, was one of Jrifiophanes's Players. 
And a while after (about the Caa. Olimpiad) one 
Sophocles, z Pragmatical Fellow of the Poetick taEii- 
ff»i procured a Decree fdr the Banifhment of air 
the Philofophers from Jthensy which took effeft, 
till at Ici^th the Controverfie being fairly debated 
before the Senate, thecaufeof the Philofophers 
feem'd fo apparently innocent to them, that they 
immediately caufed the Decree to be cancelled, or- 
dered that the Philofophers fhould be fpeedily cal- 
led home, and fined Sophocles five Talents. Now, 
though the Fathers could never meet vvith any 
fuch filthy Relations in fober and impartial Hi- 
ftorianSi yet becaulJe they apprehended (though- 
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very ineptly) that it made for thclntereft of Chr^- 
ftiadty, that the beft men among the Headiens 
ihpuldbebutbad enoaghirather then be deftitutc of 
competent Teftimonies agakift Socrates, (the moft 
eminent inftance of Ethnick.Vttmt) they would 
dte them from fuch as were not only his Enemies, 
but Poets and Satyrifts too; i. e. fiom thofe who 
were not onely obliged by their defign to abufe all 
men, efpecially the wifer and more ferious fort, 
but alfo were incenfed with a peculiar fpite and 
malice againft him. Any one therefore that is ac- 
quainted with the Genius of the Grecian Comedy in 
general, and with this now mentioned Coiitdt of 
thePhilofophers and Comedians in particular, will 
be far from thinking their Satyres a fufficient Te- 
ftimony againft any mans morality. And there- 
fore fomcof our modern Criticks are not very kind 
to the Philofophers, when they diink a good part 
of the Philofophick Hiftory is to be colledled out 
of the Ancient Comedians, Having confum'd fo 
many lines inVindicadng our Philofophers chaftity, 
I fhall wave addii^ any farther Evidences of the 
goodnefs of their Natures ; onely give me leave to 
throw in this fingle item thereofjthat in thc'P tato^ 
nickHifiory you may meet with more inftancesof 
true Philofophick 6tHeroick Fricnd(hip,then in alt 
the world befide^They were indeed generally fome- 
what too fond oftheii Fricnds,& it was their expref- 
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ficg the offices of Frlcndfhtp andGood-Natujc (by 
wayof Allufion) in amorous terras, that gave tck> 
much ground for the forcmentioiicd flaiider. 

And now (Sk] how much will this Excellent 
Quality recommend dicm to our efteem, when we* 
Gonfider at how liigh a rate ourBlefTed Saviour him- 
felf valued it ? If we look intoiiis Laws, what are 
they but fo many injunctions to the feveral inftances 
of g;W w^itwr^jMildnefsaPatienccMercifulncfsjHu- 
muity. Candor, Ii^cnuity ? His new and peculiar 
Precept is, Thatwe (hould love one another, and 
!?e kind not onely to Friends, but Enemies. And 
therefore a peevifh ill-natuf'd Chriftian, is the grea- . 
teft contradiftion in the World. Peeviftincfs be- 
ing the greateft rcproadi and weaknefs of hunaane 
Nature, and moft contrary to the temper of the 
Divine Mind : So that they, who, not hag fmCe, 
w«rc wont to difcourfc, that the Saints or People 
o^ God ( i. e^ That fort of people who can be De- 
vout and Godiy, without oeingiVertuous} are in- 
deed pcevifh bercj but in Heaven this imperfed:i-^ 
on fhall be removed, might as well have told us, 
that tlie Saints arc Dnunk^fidf hat^ but in Heaven 
they fhtli berTdmperate ; the Saints are Cheats and' 
KngfeshesCi but in Heaven they (hall be Honeft ;, 
the Smms zttJi»lteters here, but in Heaven they 
flnliAlbc#ia(\; for an habitual Feeviftinefs is as 
incewiiftciit with ttse defign of Chritliaiiity, as the- 
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fins'of an habitual diihoneftyaDrunkennefs, and A- 
dukcry. And then if wc look into our Saviours 
lifca die unparallel'd civility and obligii^efsof his 
Deportment, fcems to be almoft as high an Evi- 
dence of the Truth and Divinity of his Doftrinc, 
as his unparallel'd Miracles were ; For 'tis altoget 
ther unimaginable that.fo fweet-naturd aPeJrfon 
(hould be fuch a bafe and profligate, ImpoHorj as 
he muft have been, if he had been one. And a- 
mong ail his Favourites, it was the Gentle and 
fwcct-natur'd St. John that was. his darling Difci- 
ple 5 whilft we often find him checking Peters rude 
and unmannerly Zeal. 

But all this while, by good Nature^ I do not bare- 
ly defign afweet Compleaon and temperament of 
Body, ( though that is an happy advantage to Ver- 
tue ) but fuch a Divine and Gracious temper of 
Mind as produces a fmcerc kindnefs and baievo- 
lence towards all men. 'Tis the faireft Character 
and Imitation of the* Deity, that diftributes his 
Bounty to all, and like his own Sun, {hines upon 
the Juft and Unjuft. "Tis a Catholick.Cha.rity mat 
enfdds the whole world in the Arms of love and 
kindnefs. Only there arc fome perfons of fuch pe- 
vifh and felf confined Spirits, that will not fufter 
themfelves to be embraced by thofe,whofe unboun- 
ded embraces equally comprehend all, ai#difdain 
to be but the partial objefts of an impartial Love. 
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Thefc men confine the dif flays of their love and 
tendernefs, within the narrow and oontrafted Cir- 
cumference of a fmall party, and Excommunicate 
the refidue of Mankind as unworthy their charity, 
and think it a great pollution to entertain any kind 
thoughts for any befides themfelves, confining the 
Ele^fc within the walls of Borne or Genenpa : Now 
againft fuch tefty and irregular Spirits, the 
fweeteft Natures have the greaceft Antipathies, 
not firom any malice or bitternefs againft their 
Perfons, but from a true Zeal, for largnefs and 
ingenuity of Spirit, and a real hatred againft all 
thofe Peftilent qualities that tend to fupplant or de- 
ftroy it. Whence the Bleffed Jejut (who was the 
higheft and moft matchlefsPatteme of all the In- 
ftancesof Good-Nature) was remarkably (harp 
and fevere in his Inveftives againft the Pharifees 5 
bccaufe thcfe Ill-natured Fellows defpifed and fcor- 
oed all that were not of their Sedt, endeavouring 
to confine all Goodnefs to theit own Fai5fcion, and 
looking upon the reft of Mankind, as a rout of vile 
and >yorthlefs Reprobates. Now, though our Sa- 
viour could win and oblige Publicans and Harlots, 
(perfonsof the moft debauch't and loofeft lives) 
by his mild and fweet Deportment, yet when He 
had CO do with thefe holy Pharifaical Zelots, his 
ulual Language was, Te Scribes and Pharifees^ Hy- 
focritesj je are o^yout Father the Verml, There De« ' 
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ing rgthipg oiore hatcliii to God, then a high pre* 
tender to Kcligioo^void of Charityaiid trueGooU- 
wfs. 

I have heard ibme men (of abiecer and envious 
Complexion, that have too much Gall to have the 
rpnocence of Doves, and that throi^h the butter* 
nefs of their own Spijits, annot rellS> the fwcet- 
nefs of Good'NaturcJ cnve^h againft the advan- 
cing of Good-Nature , as 'i£ k were a more neat 
andfeaet defigneof undermbing the Intereilsof 
ReUg,ion> and advancing thofeof Atheifed. A Ca^ 
Ipmey as abfurd as 'tis impious : $of how caa 
that undermine Relkionj which is^its prime intctid- 
ipent ? Can anv deligne be in jur'd or defeated by 
its mtrinfick aod pi^oper sxd ? And whae more evi- 
dent, then that one of the main purpofcs of C-h«- 
manity, i& to fxvceten and reBhe our Natures > 
What does our Lawgiver more vehemently and 
frequently urge, thcnMeeknefs, Meicifyknafs, Hu- 
miTity, md other rcfembling feiftaicc^of Good- 
. i^atare ?. What bids gseatcs defiance eo the genu- 
ine Spirit of Chrllliaoity, then rHdc, churliflj, and 
upgentile Peevifbnef&?. • What imre ^oyely ie the 
l$lej[ei jltfustheix the fweemelj^ aiid €)^l%in^ae& of 
his Converiatba ? Whatdid hs ever mote inveigb 
againft, ^«» anuflcivil and Fhaiifa^cal Zeal, how- 
ft)ever otherwifc CincereandcorfSal-? f<* that if tx> 
u]^ iipoi) men the pfad^of Qc^-natuf 'd C^ 
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Uties be tofupplantChrklianky, then Chriftlamty 
mud fuppianc and contradict it ^f. 

Butmcnhaveunhappily of late Chriftned a fort 
of fulphnxeoas and Fanarique 6re^ by the name cf 
Zeal .: And whenonce their minds are tainted and 
emaged by thi& iiot devotional Zeal, 'tisasnatut^ 
to chem to be rode and bafe-natwr'd, as 'tfetaDpgi 
andTigtcs. Zeal is afire in the Soul, which tin- 
ieis qnalified ar.d flaked by meeiuiefs and a Calm- 
nature, doth not only prey upon the mind, and de- 
vour its jnteUiedhial tV>w^s, and enflame all the 
FafTions, but m taigi breaks forth, and fets whole 
States and Kii^oms into acon^xidion, and re- 
duces the whole World to Afhes ; the greateil 
'Zcakxs always pcoving the greateft I n cenaiaiies ^ 
fo that what Hmner &ye$ dtSt Syrian St3r> is not 
more true of my diii^ then tihis fiery Zeal, 

A«if»ttww»f fdr V h$. n^th Ji n Am -HiuKTuh ^/'^> %• 

fUt T»«if«t^M)Mir fP^r VkMiS* $t*¥hm, 

4. AfiaotchpicfaeniaeiiGe of theP//«to«tj|?f (that 
I may.infil^ oo^m more) k their readinels ^^stbHity 
in the {ssai\es Morals, by wl^ I mean' their skiu 
in all the Asts of behavioiif and convei^ation. Fot 
though I have fofficicndy cstperieneed a modcft 
(bamefaoednefs, and uncodchnd's in-ceiemonial sd- 
drdles, GO be theiiMoiail and imavcndable lefolts df 
pincacy,.(as allMstad^ coneiai^ ri^ by lying) yet 
theT/^tni^iJiocWilMmdidg-th^ Contemplate 
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retircdnefsa were not infetioc to the mo(V polifncd 
Courtiers^ in the neatnefs and cx)mplaifance of their 
Deportment. Which I am apt to afcribe chiefly 
to the readinefs and pregnancy of their Fancies ; for 
though a found and lieddy Judgment Cwhich rarely 
goes in company with fubtil and fialhy imaginati- 
ons) is the moH: ufeful and commanding ability in 
bufincflc, yet 'tis the quick and fpritely fancy that 
takes and commands moft in converfe. A llrong 
ready wit, with a bold and piaufible Tongue, fliail 
win more refpedt and reputation,then all other more 
valuable and cmproving accomplifhments, if wan- 
ting thefe advantages. Befidesy they did not (paid 
all their time and diligence in Bookilhneis, which 
renders Schollars foft, filly, unexperienced things, 
but propofing to themfelves ability and judgment in 
bufinefs, as one main end of Studyj they rather ufed 
their Learnings then admired it, According to that 
Aphoriliii of my Lord Baeon^ Crafty men contemn fiu- 
dies^Jmfle men admire them^^ wife men ufe them. But 
the main ground of their g6od'meen,was their being 
bleft with all the advantages of nature & education. 
Were it not too tedious to run through the wholfe 
liiccefsion of the Jcademyitom the 6rft rife thereof 
to its utmoft period, it would not be difficuk to re« 
prefenttoyoui how every member thereof lupcr- 
inducedto a pure gpmple3don,and a gentile educati- 
qa the advantagefof Travel ^d fevere Study 5 and 
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' y/humott could be defined to compleat them in 
all the Realities and Ornamcrts of Humane Na^ 
ture ? As PAi/tfhimfelf wasof fo well-tempcr'd a 
complexion, that he chofe an unhealthy place of re- 
fidence, fora check and revulfion tonistoohigh 
and luxurianc habit of Body, and yet liv'd to a great 
age unacquainted with ficknefs anddifeafes, and at 
laft this Socratick Swan expired infenfibly in a plea- 
iant contemplation ; Efietiam({stiesCicero} quieta & 
fuTiB atque eleganter aSia atatis flacida ac lenisfene- 
&uSyqualemaccefimusT^latonis , qui mo ^ oBua^ef- 
jum atatis amojcribens mortuus efi. And then for his 
Parentage, though I do as little credit that he was 
begot either by ^follo or by a Sfe^re in his fliape^ 
as I do that he wasbom of a Virgin Mother (and yet 
both are reported by[many Authors, and feem to be 
believed by more) yet 'tis part doubt that his ex. 
tra^ion was from two of the moft Antient and 
moftNpble Families in ^f^^«j, his Mother Peri- 
Siipne being of thcraceof vyo/<»»,and his Father ^«- 
fio of the Family of the Codri, And therf for his Edu- 
cation he was no Athenian Cockney, but was So- 
crates % darling favourite. Travelled into all parts of 
the Learned World, refidedaconfiderable time in 
the Court of Vimyfius, where he was both, admi- 
red and envied by the Courtiers for the unatfedted 
Graccfulnefs of his ttddrcifes, and fome fay the rca- 
fon why he received fobadufage from the Tyrant^ 
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was that he exccU'd him to far in all the Am and 
charms of oonverfation, that he feetn d tobealmoft 
as much refpe£ted and admired as tumfdf. For he 
knewhowtobe iaoeckus without beii^ vaine or 
triflingjSc how to be fcrioas without being fcwpc or 
moroJEeshisbehaviour was alwaies mild and oourte- 
ous^bishunficmr alwaies cheerful andjomfoBm^aDd 
his gravity at an equal diftance from mocofends^ 
vanity ; tobe brief, he was entirely adom'd wieft 
all tKe accompU(hmfents that can oonimand ckber 
lov^or honour. And therr Ibc ^^lMa(x, Ins depoK^ 
ment (as 'Por^ofrie relates in his life} was lb gOKile 
that his Auoienoe was oompofed of a coniuence 
of the NobleLlandmoClIUn^ioos Ferfens^ in 
^ame^ bis irit^ity&> eminent, that hewas^depu* 
t£d oft^ef-leer fiomaniof thek Wills, and AitinaiDp 
inmoft of their Ccsitroverfies, and yet mancffied 
ail with thAt Candor , Prudence , and Sinoeri^^* 
as that be neither loL^ one Fiiend, mot fbfcMed 
one Enemy in fivcand twenty years^ Refidence at 
^cmea For the zeii of his T^ confaik Ttffkym mi 
Eumputs^ For the life of 'Pwyli^yie, 1 1 efer you «>• 
Emafius,^}iatytc 1 canoot omit mi finglc infbmce 
of thegoodnefeoflashumdar, that ^ctssKh- 
flinate cpBfii&, aiad many reitecatied contfoverfial 
RenGQUoters wkh Jmdim,zs^{oovi as he wa»con« 
vinced rfiat Truth and Jmlius&iQod eogeilber, he 
neither fcrapliMl fia make a PuWicfc Hacautation 

then 
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thdYnoi^tc^record kco Vd^nty , that hitnfclf 
was oailed (as-he has do»e in the Life of PimtiMj) 
thea which, we fcarce know a greater indance of an' 
Hejroick Candour. For Proclns confult his Scholar 
^arinus 4te Neopohtdn, and Phi/ojhratus d^jtunger 
De ifitis S0fh^ritm(liiy theyoiai^r, becaak he 
was Ne|)hew to him that wrote the HiLlorjr of ^- 
pllomusTyaH£uSy}jao<x^ they be-u^aliy oonfioun- 
dedupon the Authotity of that cardcis Rba^^bdiiV 
tS'jr<ifj> who has been the Author of infinite other 
tefeoiblingmiftakes ) h£^y oonfalt Bun^us ios 
thellvCB.^ i^^JMX^ lanMicns^ St four, iCtnfktmi 
tints unhappy favouf ic^; EwfiMim, and im emuicnc 
viiie Sofifatfit (of whom fo mmy fWai^eiWrics are 
reported^ ) Cfj/wf one o^jfrnlitmi Counters, a xma 
ofenuoerKivcudefice and poiicy , OfikafiuSi fnhans 
PhyCkcuAf ^aytkms and Chrj^fantbtut^ his fi;rtae 
Ifavoaiices, the former whereiJFy wsBan emineiic 
Courtier cbring the dime of j^ff/ctm »Reign,& after ^ 
wasds(I fear too nauch)an iel^ande of ChrifttarjCriP-' 
dtyaad Elevenge ; though the gehorous Cbryfrn-' 
thins eoold never be courted from hi& ?hii<ifopl)fck 
fctisaBf Bts by aUthe Eihpcrocrrs importiinity r/V**^ 
ofifius, wh4> was fo famous anOrator , that the 
dyoilime ere^^d to hini a publick Statue, of 
Bj:a2l*widi chisinfcription,%|;i»t ^erumTitmih^e^i 
El»fteruid, Hefh^efiim, Himtrmr^ ijik/tmuf, NyMflm" . 
diojm't^^ audyott mlL'fifld them ftt<^ ar 
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fucceffion of Gendic, Vcrtuous, and Gcnefpus 
Perfonsj that the Ethnick world cannot fhew the 
like. To thefc I might add the novel reftore^s of 
Tlatonifmi for as the Platonick (vtcccffvxi expired 
not long after the reign of Julian^ having received its 
mortal wound from Conflantiney who diflolved their 
Scholes and difperfed their Profeflors ; fo about 
the fourteenth C^»fKrtVa it began to revive and to 
wreftle with/^«]iot/^'s Philofophie : for Come of the 
Grecian Prelates ^ that then fate in the Council of Flo" 
rence (calVd to reconcile the Gr^ei^ and tiittatine 
Churches) feeing all other Philofophie quite dalhed 
out of Countenance in thefe Weftcrn Parts by the 
Jrifiotelianj they were not a little zealous to rmorc 
that of P//«f(», whence arofe the difputes between 
Georgius TraoeZMntius^ and Georgius Scholarius on 
the behalf ot Jrifiotle^ and Bejfanon Biihop of "Nice, 
(madeCardinal for his eminent fcrvices in the Coun- 
cil ) and Gemijitu Pletho on the behalf of Plato, But 
T^letho getting into fevour with taurentiut Cofmo the 
great Duke ^ infpired him with fuch a mighty zeal 
for the Platonick Philofophie , that he immediate- 
ly devoted youi^ Fictnus (Son to one of his chiefeft 
Phificians ) toitsRellauration , and educated him 
accordingly; and invited that worthy Heroc /o-' 
hannes Picus the Earle of Mirandiila^ Georgius VefbU" 
fiuSi Chrijio^orw Landinus^ Jngelus PolitumuSi and 
others to Florence^whctc they ere6:ed an-Academic. 

Digitized by '^OQ^tfil^ 



'^n Account of dte P/atdmck^Mora/itie^, 5 j 

Which^withmuch morCaydu may meet with in the 
extant Epiftks of £he E&tl c^Miranduia^ Marjtlitu 
FUinus^ and Jngelus Tolitdnus, But I proceed, 
though the PUonijis could Artificially conform 
their Behaviour to the more refined and Gentile 
fort of Men, yet as for that falvage Bead, the Po- 
pular Routj they valued no more to pleafe them, 
then to gratifie Wolves or Tigres 3 for really (Sir) 
folly is fo moulded into the Conftitution of the com- 
mon and mechanical fort of men, that that Phi- 
lofopher muft be well-nigh as abfurd as they, who 
fuppofes them capabltfof wifdorii, when tReyhave 
fcarce wit or judgmctt enough to thijik athou^t, 
that is not inept and ridiculous. Their childifh 
and froward humour is not uiihandfomely difplay- 
ed by Charm.' ^ All that they thirft is Vanity, all 
' that they fay is falfe and erroneous 5 that they re- 

* prove is good, that they approve is naught 5 that 

* which they praile is infamous, that which they 
'do and undertake is folly. So diat 'tis not pol- 
fible for any man, whoalpires to wifdom, to con- 
defcend to any compliance with their bafe and ab- 
furd humours. And therefore thefe Sons of ^yif- , 
dome were as-regardlefs of thenij as 6f Apes and 
Baboons. . 

But mm for the Stoickf, their Converfation was 
kfblent laHidfiip^rciiiovi^, their looks affe^ed and 
artificials' -tifeit Deportment was foch a foure and 

F Di, morofe ile 
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morofe behaviour, as the vulgar (Ule gravity. And 
I think Jofefhus was not much miftakcn, when he 
dcfcrib'd the rude and ill*natur d Phsrifees by cooi- 
pariiK them with the Stoicks, i*tt*'*»m, Cfayes he, 
defcrioing his own Se6t) «'f^< mat^imu ttt-mmt' 'EXAtw 
i9hu*ifiit9t. For as the fuperciliousiPharifees accoun- 
ted their own StCt the only School of Sanctity, fo 
the Stoicks efteem'd themfelves the onely Sons of 
wifdom, and all others Children, Fools, and Mad- 
men. I might both evidence thefe things by 
feveral particular indances , and add feveral 
other Prerogatives of the 'Platonick Morality , 
but becaufe I fear I have more need to beg 
your pardon for having been already fo tedious, 
I (hall ooely tell you , that you may find the 
feireft and exadteft Idea and Picture thereof in the 
Life and Precepts of Socrates^ the feveral linea^ 
ments of which lie {cactered and diifufed in Plato's 
Writings, but arc pretty handfomly collected into 
one Table in a late Freneb difcourfe of Mr. Julien 
Vanfioni Entitled, Le Crayon du Chrifiianifme en U 
'Philojophie de Socrate, 

And now I proceed to the next part of iny 
Task, their Logickt of which my ccnfure is brief- 
ly this. That as Plato's nmasa of arguiie is more 
uiccin^ then the tedious way of Sylbgiiii^,fo 'tis 
notlefs %e and evident; for what d&ourfe can 
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proceed widb greater evidctice and ooovidHon, then 
after you have expiain'd the Terms of the Que- 
(lion , and agreed with your Adverfary about 
the matter debated of, to propofe to him fome 
Principles fo clear and palpable^ that they (hail 
either prefuppofe or enforce his affent, and from 
thence to lead him by InduSHon through a fe- 
ries of propositions depending upon and orderly 
deduced froin your firft TroUftick *Principlef , 
till he is fairly brought or unawares betrayed in- 
to zn unavoidable necelTity of adenting to the 
Truth you affert ? Which is the method that 
Tlato pretends to. I muft confefs that arguing by 
Syllogifntes is more futable to Youths and Novices 
in Reafon^ but 'tis far more Elegant and Manly^ 
to mannage a few (hort Interrogatories with that 
dexterity and ftrengthof Rcafon, as thereby todi- 
ftrefs your Adverfary fo far, as to force him either 
to Seal to your Opinion, or to retradi: his own for- 
mer conccffions : For in the former Method, the 
Difputant moves on by flow Pro^efTions, and takes 
a great compafs about to approach and get up to 
his Enemy ; but in the latter his motion is quick 
and nimbie^and the et^agement fo direct and fmart, 
that it cannot be clofely purfued, but bv Perfons 
very expert and knowii^ in the Art ana Laws of 
Reafoning. 
But ic^ that make the beCl Laws^ are not al» 
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waycs their beft obfcrvcrs. Thus though Plato's 
cUfcourruigs about pra6:tcal matcers are exceedii^ 
handfomc and pertinent, yet when he treats of fpe- 
culative Notionsj his rules of arguir^ could not be 
more ftrl€t, clofe, andexadt, then his Aj^menta- 
j» bh putoEx- tions were wide, lofe, and incoherent : 
ttericm. When Patricius confidently aflerts PU* 

w'sdemonftrations in his Parmenides to befo ftroi^ 
and undeniable, Ut nulla tales afud ^athematicum 
ullum reperidatur ; I cooimend his Confidence, but 
dare not contradi^ his adertion, becaufe I think it 
unhandfome to contradict: in a matter, which I 
dare not be very confident I underftand. But when' 
Adv. catnm. Cardinal '^effarion aHerts, Tstum Platonis 
'•'''•** Timaum ex J^Hogifmis denmjlmms cm- 
fiare ; I who have read over that difcourfe with as 
much caution arid attention as I could, . dare (by 
the Cardinals leave) pronounce that there is not one 
demonftrative fyllogiliiie in the whole Book ; nay 
that there is not one true and valid Argument, but 
that the whole difcourfe is weak and incoherent : 
And (tofpeak out plainly) that Perfon will much 
oblige me, thaclhall direft me to one material ra- 
tiocination dhoutfpeculatm Theories in all Plato's 
Writii^s, where I cannot {hew him fome manifeft 
flasy or other.. For they either (i.) bottome upon 
uncertain andinevident Principles, as they generally 
do; but becaufe there' can be nocextainty in the 
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cbnclufion, without a certainty in the preraifesi 
and the eectainty of intermediate propofitions de« 
pends upon the firft, if that be uncehainj the whole 
trayn of Inferences- deduced from it, fthough aptly 
connected to each other) muft needs be fo too. Or 
elfe (2. V they are circular, as in his M^o he bot- 
tomes the Souls Reminifcency of thofe Ideas, it 
converfed with in a fomicr (late, upon its prefup- 
pofed Immortality j and yet in ):\iiPb£doi he faidy 
argues for the Souls Immortality from its prefup-i 
pofed Reminifcency. • Arid any one that pcrules 
his Writings warily , will find them to abound 
with infinite fuch Circles. Or (3.) he wanders into 
maeters^ remote aqd impertioent to the Subjeft anci 
Argument of his Difcourfe,rovii^intodifputes of a 
quite diftant nature from the Queftion in debate; or 
beating about through wild, intricate and uncertain 
Arabages, or takii^ a wide and tedious coinpafs toi 
pUrfue and drive a trivial word intio its proper fig- 
nification, Tnough perhaps this charge will admit 
of an ApolOgie. Becaufe moll of his difputes were 
manflaged j^infl the Sophiflr of that age^ who made 
it their whde bufinefs to maintain wrangles by • 
tricks and fliifts of words, and therefore who- 
ever ufidertook to difpute againft them ,. muft 
of neceflity be ingaged in word quarrels. And 
henoe it was t^izt Plato dots, almoft every where 
take fuch large compaHes meerly to vindicate the 
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figtiiBcadon of a Tingle word agakiil their idle cavils^ 
and chough fometimes he may purfue his cask pre^ 
ly and cpherencly, yet becaufe of che fmall impor . 
cance of che maccer debaced of^ his difcourfe mull 
needs be boch very tedious and noc very profitable. 
Or elfe (5.) there is feme flaw and incoherence in 
fomeof che intermediate propofitions, which muft 
needs marre the chain of his whole DifCourfe : For 
the certain knowledge oi Confequences is only condi- 
tiffmlj and fuppofes the Truth of PremifeSy fo that 
where any Propofition is falfe, there the coherence 
ceafes, and all conclufions that follow it are abfurd, 
becaufe incoherent. . But if I {hould give you a C<t- 
talogue oihis Circular arguings, incoherefices,4on- 
tradidions, non^confequences, and all other viola- 
tions of the Laws of l^afomng, I muft fend you a 
Volumn as vaft as his. And befides it wtwld not be 
lefs fruitlefs then tedious, and m^ht feem to aim at 
no other defign, but merely his difparagemcnc. But 
yet that you may not fufpeft me of raflinefs in 
drawing up fo big a charge againft fo eminent a per- 
fon without being able to Wtit with a proportidfia- 
ble evidence,! fuppofeit will not be impertinent to 
give you a competent proof of it, if I can perform it 
without being tedious. Which may be done by pro- 
pofingone inilance and referring you to an Author, 
that will fupply you with infinite more^if you thbk 
it worth the while to examine them. The Inftanee I 
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fhaii giv/e yoa, is the known and &tnous Argument 
for tne Souls Immortatity in his Phddrus, ns*» 4vxf 

dddmr^' t) )8 dtiiAmnf , JSlta/rh'vl A' ihk* tmt, ^ -im' i^kt 
mrifittWt ^dvXM l;tfr itui^tHt mviMg Ij^w {••<' jf^ri* /4 't* •>•«*) 
xirvr I MTt in. imthiiint Mvr), amr* aI>m *Kir(,alW«» > ^^A« ig t*jr« 

'<y;^>« 3^ <{r<(}'«« tit 7i yiyfliUMf ytyt&tti t ul-iU ^ im^* 'J^ifU' 
ti ^ itffi Jtnei ylynm , <» 'it 'J^ dfj^t ytytim' iimfi 5 iy*- 
nih Ri 4 iAift*aP »ifl dr«,yn» ^' df^^t )8 «unA»f(<ni(, '«rt 
w'rii 9tt* Urn 'in duKt 2^ lulrnt yitimm * «?9«f ;i( dfyjkM 
td 9dtm yiyttOmi Sm H mtimn ^ t^ijfit, ri <rfT> Jtirtr* «t» »J rr* 
iaiKMdmt '»«■• >i>ini»w JiiMirW i wdrtmf «gii»)r, wWmt t* )&» 
0tipmf>U*t pSmi, <£ /uAr«7« «S«(« fje,«r «wat Hw JuriMrm >%»*n^ 
Wtwiin >) mfaCfAiln w »>' <«»n^ itirvfifrK, •«^S« «iI«)ti £ A<>«> 
wn ^^Tt m Aiyw w 4/j^^, Thc fcnCC. of wWch . 

wordsis fully and more plainly contained in this 
AoalyGs, The Sfful is alwaj^ in motim ; that which 
is 4k»ays in tnotionyisfelfmoinmi that which is f elf- 
nKfVing, is never defined ef it feljf I ^at which never 
defirtsitfeif^neveraafestomnpe I that vshieh ner^er 
CA/tJe^sto mdVe^is the puree andarigine vf all motion j 
^t which is ^efource ofallmotinn has no heginninv ; 
and djot v4neh has no beginning can have no ending. To 
oniit that every Propofition is either falfe,or un- 
certaio^or incoherent, as your ielf will eafily ob- 
ferve, judge whether we are not likely to nave a 
mighty proof of the Souls immortality > when it 
mull be rcfolved into its own felf-fubfiftence. 
The AuthorllhaiJ' refer you to, is. Johanner 

Ba^ifia 
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Baftifia Criffus his ^inmus Primus de Ethnids 
Philofofhis caute Legendis. 'Tis a Book of no fmall 
bulk, containing above 500 mes in folk ^ and yet 
the main bufineis of it is to difpTay the defcdtivenefs 
of Plato s arguings : Where you maybe fupplyed 
with iijfinite apparent & palpable inftances thereof 
if you will be at the pains.to read and confidcr them, 
we might;po{ribly have had a better account mlho- 
fomfus his Book i$"i*tTi>j-nt&^ ii*7tt0St» of which thus 

JthenauS 11.15. ©»<>5r#/Kir©- i jj®- i» ta[>^TUf nxft'wr©- At- 
tfi0nf TV^ mKhit ftiA iV /««^h•' *«• «XH»* >5 -^^^t £f vt 
tuftf. AWkMp^w 5 wi ^r^»^lf wrm in iff 'AttrUrmt Aa^ifiin 
hUt ,^ 'AnAiitt, intuit 9 iui« ^ Bfi;#»r©- 41* 'HouatafTV. 

Theopampusinhis Bookagainjithe ^latomck. Difcifline 
and Inpaution, maintains that a great many of Plato's 
Dialogues are tri^ingandfalfe, and that many others 
of them arejioltt out of the Difcourfes of Jrtftiffus, or 
AntiRhenes , or Bryfon ofHeraclea, 

After this brief account of Plate's Logick ,1 come 
now to his Natural Philofophicy in which I Ihall en- 
deavour all poffible brevity , becaufe this part , as 
well as the former, doth not fo directly concern my 
prefent defign, the intendment of my chaise being 
chiefcly againft his Natural Theologie. But that my 
Difcourfe may be entire in all its parts, and regular 
in its method, I frull to my account of his Logick 
caft in this of his Phyfiok^ie. Which will be 
Ibfficiently difplay'd and di^raged too, by telling 

you 
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you chat in its mainflrokes it accords with the 
ufrifiotelem Philofofhie ; a parallel between them 
was aCferted and demonftrated by ^w- 
moniuSj Porphyries HierocleSj, and others /^^f*'- '<^% 
of the facred lucceflion among the An- 
cientSaand anwng ModcrnWriters has been attemp- 
ted by FoxiusjCarfentariuSyMarroniuSyBurateUus and 
othcrs.The Retail of inftantes you may fee in them, 
but he that tells you in grofs that they agree in one 
Principle , by which alone they folve all the ap- 
pearances and productions of Natuse, tells you all. 
For as /^riflotU refolves all Thanomena into his 
Forms, (which he darts from the Bofome of mat- 
ter) fo Plato folves all by the Soul of the Unherfe 
and Ideas, (which in Greek are all one with Forms,) 
For the Mechanical Hypothefes having been probably 
advanced to a confiderable Grandeur by Leucippus 
and Democritiu (of whom Plato makes not any men- 
tion in all his Writings) and other Ancient Vertuoji, 
thefc two great and ambitious Wits, Tlato and 
JrifiotUi defigning a Philofophical Empire to 
themfelves fcorn'd to be fo meanly employ'd, as 
only to improve other mens principlesjand therefore 
^endeavoured to amufe the world with new ones, 
which they knew others could as little confute, as 
themfelves could prove, by reafon of their obfcuri- 
ty and remotencfs from fence. How little Mfiotle 
intended his Forms Onoaldbe. underftood is already 
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iofinkely adiiock»Sjand6ow little mind PU^had 
that it (hoaki be evef known wbat kind of Thing 
his UnherfalSdulis^ta 2s noDoriouriy apparent from 
his delcriptiomef k, which are nothing dfe but 
fome odd fantaftick Schemes of nomericai %uFes 
aud proporcion$A as yxm may iee mboA the TV. 
DMK/'s ; whef e 'tis highly ples^nt to read how fe- 
rioufly he prefcribes the Method of its Cooipofi- 
tionxnitofQuiiiericallagredieots. Take(£uthhe) 
1^ the numbers which nsake up MuTical propor- 
djonsj as Diaf^atfg Oiofeme's, Dtateffermt, and an 
tnBnice number n%}re, butbeefpedaliycarefialtiot 
to omit tbedoucble «»«t«Wf, that which axiib by «* 
■ven proportions, as i» 2« 4> 8^ &f, and that wnofe 
proportions fuia intooddiiufiibersx as r, ?, 9, 17, 
&c. Mix and pQU«d them logethtt wiiJi ail poffi^ 
ble e3uu^ne6> and if you Hod any void ^^aces be^ 
tween the^ven and oodnumbers, 611 them with the 
fimlleii: M«^Mf» (whi^ acefome very fine and mi- 
nute fragmentO and wfeien youbave wrougjit ail ex- 
ceedtogiesai^^ into chefhape of the LetQ» I^ di- 
vide.it iui'the^niddle ^ng ityays into twoequa) parts, 
croffsfbeiminchefo^ni^fjie Letter Xiidbehxc 
to ferten daem veryiVoi^ly «t the Commiffure, 
mdihm bowall four jo^t$, tillat length you make 
them^ pti^le^ asta^hning them into aSphericai 
%]dt:, and i^en 'tis .broopt to a right Animary 
Temper and Itonosf. If this dd^iption (to 
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wbae ever purpofe 'tisdef^*d) be not prodi^oufly 
filly and ridiculous^ pray cell me. what is. And 
yec this fendefs in%iiBcanc Targon is made the iole 
and intimate Principle of all Natural B)fents, All 
Motions, Generations, Corruptions, Alterations, . 
Sympathies, Antipathies, the properties of Bo- 
dies, the f^e of the Heavens, the fyCleme of the 
3tarS) the motions of the Planets, Eclipfes, Co- 
mets, Meteors, The roondneis of the Earth, the 
Flux and Reflux of the Sea, the Or^kial of Ki" 
ver$ and Founcains, the Generation of Winds, 
Thunder, Lightning, Qoiids,Rain, Haflc, Snow, 
Ice, Dew, JPetriBcation, the wonders of the Mag- 
net, the Generation and Tranfmucadon of mS- 
tsds, the Powers and Specifick Vertues of Plants^ 
the Variety of Animals, their Orpine, their 
Shapes, their Nutrition, their Faculties, The 
Qualiiues of the Eleoients, Heat, Cold, Gravis 
ty* Levity, Fluidity, Firmnefe, Rarity, Dcnfitv, 
Perfpicwity,Gpacity,Hebetude,Subtilty,Smooth- 
t}efs, Afpexity, Haranefs, Softnefs, Stubbomnefs, 
Fl^bility, L^ht, Cdours, Sounds, Tafts> 
Smells, and all other Phenomena of Nature are 
only (p many Tricks of thb Magical kind of Soul. 
IH could have iiatisfied my felf it had been to any 
purpofe, I fhould have given you an account of his 
enormous abfurditLes in all the forena^tioned pard- 
cukrs> mehey are ^courfed of in his Ttrntti^wbidnt 
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conttinsthcwholeBodyofhisNaturalPhilofophy; 
But I fhall beg your leave to difmifs this Themes 
partly becaufe none have more profeffedly difdaim- 
cd the FlatontckThyfiolo^ie, then they that trickle 
moft for his other Whimfies , partly becaufe dw 
Jrifiotelian Philofophy havingbeenof late folhamc- 
fully bafled, this v*rhich agrees fo much with it in 
its main Principlesj and more in its Genios, mlift 
of nec^iTity perilh tc^thcr with it, and ib will as 
little need as defer>'e any particular confiitation ; 
partly becaufe. their Vhyfiotogie is well nigh puxely 
Theological', The Vlatonifis jiwzyts Treating of 

tifU(an^imf0iitjStiAiur,dhkii»i9ttKtynult, aS VrocluS obfcr- 

^ves; fo that in ventilating and fiftii^ their. JW*- 
qie, I muft alfo of neceflity difcufs their Natural 
rhilofophiej which is every where 'fo intimately 
mingled with it y but chiefly becaufe I am lately 
grown fuch a defpairing Sceftick'msAl Thjfiological 
Theories i that I cannot concern my felf in the Truth 
or Falihood of any Uypthefes, For though I pre. 
fer the Mechanical Hypotheics before any otner, 
yet me thinks their contexture is too flight and brit- 
tle to have any ftrefs laid upon them ; and 1 can 
refemble them to nothing better then yoavGlafs 
drops, from whichj if the Icaft portion be broken, 
the wh(Ac Compages immediately diflolvesand {hat- 
ters into Dufi: and Atoms ; for their parts, which 
rather lie then hang together^ beit^ fupported only 
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by the thin filme of a brittle Conje<9:ure (rot an- 
ncal'd by experience and obfervation) if that fail 
any where, the whole Syfteme of the Hypothefis 
unavoidably {hatters : And how eafie a thing it is 
to fpoil.the prettieil: conjecture, is obvious to the 
molt: vulgar obferver. The cheif reafon therefore, 
why I prefer the Mechanical and Experimental 
PhUofophie before the Arifiotelean, is not fo much 
becaufe of its fo much greater certainty, but be- 
caufe it puts inquifitive men into a method to at- 
tain it, whereas the other ferves only to obllrudt 
their induftry by amufmg them with empty and 
infignificant Notions. And therefore we may ra- 
tionally expeft a greater Improvement of Natural 
Philofophie from thc1{oyal Society^ (if they purfue 
their cfefign) then it has' had in all former ages j for 
they having difcarded all particular H*£o/^^j^j, and 
wholly addi^ed thcmfelves to exatt Experiments 
and Obfervations, they may not only furnifh the 
World with a compleat Hijlory of Nature^ (which 
is the moft ufeftil part of Phyliologie) but alfo laye 
firm and folid foundatioiis to ereft Byfothefes upon, 
(though perhaps that mull: be the work of future 
Ages : ) at leaft we ihall fee whether it be poflible 
to frame any cettim Hyfothefes or no, which is the 
thing I moft doi^t oF, becaufe, though the £x^tf- 
riments be exadt and certain, yet their Application 
to any Hyfothejes is doubtful and uncertain ; fo that 

though 
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thou^ the Bypthefis f9ty have a firm B<i/& to boc- 
tome upon^ yet it can be fiaftned and cemented to 
it lio other wav^ bot by conjecture and uncectaioe 
( though probame) applications^ and therefore I 
doubt not but we muu at lal\reft fiatisfied with true 
and exa^ Hi(lories of Nature for ufe and pradice; 
and with the handfomeO: and moil probable Byp* 
thefes for delight and Ornament. 

And now I pafs over to the main defign of thefe 
Papers, which is to give an account of the Platomk, 
Jheologie : The Cml Part whereof, i«x,. That 
which concerns their T^uhlicKWorfinfy I (hall omit. 
For all the Religious Obfervations of their Coim- 
try being triflit^ bbfoene, or inhumanej their tern* 
^ porifing Conformity to them, llands upon Record 
as one of their greaim Blemifbes : Though it muft 
be confeded that the 'Platoinfis were of all men the 
greateft Refiners and Improvers of Belemfme ; ixh 
L;ead of rude and barbarous Uiages, introducing 
civil and more modeft Ceremonies. And vet the 
latter TAiton^x, otfeconA Schtol 9f Plats, aeeene^ 
rated into the bafeft and foulell Suiperdition, being 
the greateft Patrons of Theurgkal Hm and Moffcal 
JrtSf or rather Juiling Tricks, (for whatever they 
were, they could be no better] efpecially thofe of 
them that did mo^PythagoriJe^ As Jfoiionm Ty-- 
mmu, that grand llickler for Bthnicijme ; Jamkli- 
CMS, one of their Faraoufeft DeiPrtoV i JulUuns the 
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Syfimj SirnaoMid Thettmn^ from his Emitient 
knowledge aiid agility in Airf^iw/Trtf^r, were great 
Zealots for the 'Pythagorean Thilojtphie, But it' 
you ]ock hato Buna fitts, you. will fee, that not oiily 
thefe^ but thtEwfermrJulianj Ponhyrte^ MdximMS^ 
IJhaniHSf JmeliuSi Sopater^ jEdeJutSs ChryjanthiuSy 
and others were Zealous Aflcrtert 6f this M^icai 
Kind of Juglij^, chieBy ( as 'us fiippo(ed ) to con^ 
front the Chrilliasi Reiigjan, and the Mirades on 
which it Aood. But } forbear to pcofecute this 
Theme^ my int^ion beingnot todiicourfe of their 
publick ana polkicai ai^ions, but only of their pri«> 
yate fentiflpents. 

Their Theobgie then confided of two parts ; 
Pfo^fol^ Of tbac whkh concerns Theologicai Ver- 
tpes i and Sff/^ttktive, or that whkh concerns fpc- 
oilations abput Theological mattief s. Which two 
{»aitf ifi&egrate a Body ofCHvinity not unlike to chat 
of Kiog Pmtpmes man in LMcian^ who was otie half 
^^^\y ^iad(, and the ccher exceeding whice ; fo 
tha^ P«Ft of thek Thedogie, which relates to pra^ 
&k/fi is e«liine»tty ckar and perfptcuous^ y^iid 
rf»t which isewj^oyedinTheoiie aidContem- 
plariPin is <npn(lrouny dark and obfcui«e» This lat- 
tl5r I j|iall endeayouf to t^woi moie largely in the 
if^uiei of my difeoucfe ; but fior abrief eviS«noeof 
1^. fiift, tab this (tiSiVL Catj^ogua of their Semi- 
«^t^i$»aiiH^rnifigiLdig^iwhid^ aie ia^ as thefe. 

Its , 
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^ ^M Jccdmi of the Platonick "Religion. 

Its main defign istoperfeCfc anddignifiehiimanc 
Nature, 'tis confonant to our Natural Reafons , 
complies with our Natural NeceflitieSa relieves 
our Natural Wants. ^ It confifts in living up to 
our Faculties, and a6:iiig as becomes Rational Be« 
ings ; In clearing the Soul from -prejudices and 
prepofleffions^ and purfuing Truth with an hpneft 
and impartial Simplicity : In following the Con- 
duct oi Reafon, and being confident in its Gui- 
dance, feeing the Condition of him that does fo is 
as fccure, as 'tis certain that Ignite Goodnefs can- 
not be angry with him, that has endeavour'd with 
all faithfulnefs and diligence to know and do his 
Duty. It refidcs in the Mind^and Spirit, not in 
Cuftomes and bare Ceremonies. It is Free and In- 
genuous, not Slavilh andTroublefomc, becaufe it 
flows from a true Love of God and Goodnefs. It 
is truly Noble and Generous, and requires of us 
to a^ fuitable to the Dignity of rational Beings^ 
to keep up the Splendour and Grandeur of our 
Natures, and to fcorn any Adion that's unhand- 
fome, or unworthy our Station and Quality : It 
commands us onely to live like Men, and lorbids 
us nothing but what makes us Brutes or Devils, 
It teaches us to imitate and refemble the Divine 
Perfeftions, to be God-like in Wifdom, and Ju- 
ftice, and Goodnefs, in Meeknefs, and Pity, and 
Clemency, in Kindnefs and Patience, in forgivii^ 
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-Irijiiries, and Farddning Enemies, in doing hurt to 
no Man,' and doing good to every Man, It ititer- 
dijfts us not any Innocent Delights, bat< onely re- 
drains the Extravagancies of our PafTions and Ap-i 
petites. It is the moft conducive Inftrument in 
the world to the pleafures of both Mind and Body ; 
Infelicities (though Providence were bani(h't me 
World] being the Spontaneous Ijfues of Vile Pra- 
^ices ; and Sin the Natural ffi>i«^of Piiniftimenti 
it therefore permits (unlefs infome fpecial contin- 
gencies) all Corporeal Pleafures, as far as they arc 
health&il andpleafant, and debarsus of no delights, 
but thofe that are deftrudtive of the Tranquiliity of 
our Minds, or IndoUncy of our Bodies, It produ- 
ces afweet and gradous temper of Mind, that 
caufes an univerfal bene\'olence and kindnefs to 
Mankind, It makes us AfJable, Humble, Cour- 
teous, Charitabk, Moderate, Prudent, Unpaffi- 
onate. It oonfifts of L«ve, Candour, Ingenuity, 
Clemenqr, Patience, Mildnefs, and all other In- 
ftances of Good-Nature, It dctefts nothing more 
then a Peevitn, Froward, Morofe, Uncivil, Paf- 
fionate» Furious, Talkative, Fanatick Zeal, , It 
b^ets a ttuc Liberty arid Fceedome.of Spirit. It» 
Exempts us from all effemiiaate Fears and Scru- 
ples, and begets the greateft Serenity ind Chear- 
fulncfs bJF Mind. -; It inClruds us>to dread no Evil 
from God, biit to! look vip(Hi Hirn^as an inBmtely 
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Gfadou9 and Beo^Bdng^ that deftgnsnochoig 
more then the Ittppinefs and perfection df bh-Crea* 
tures; thatTtamaftswkhMankifxIbygetitieatid 
paternal Meafures, and that isU> hi from tying 
upon u$^ Nice^ and Scruples, that he pities our 
Inficmides* ahd bids us to concern our felves onely 
about plain a^ palpable Duties, it is the moft 
fpritely atid vivacious thing in the world, driving 
a«vay all fad and gloomy MelanchoUy, begetting 
in us aBrm and rational Con6denoe> and the inef- 
hhk joys of a gpod Confcience. It advances the 
Soul to its Jud Power and Dominton, and enables 
it to govern all Corporeal Appetites, and therefore 
enjoyns us above all things to ihun ^temperance, 
not only for its own Intrinfiqae Bairnefs, bat for 
its m^heivQus 'Mc^s ; becaufe it naturally (o 
debauches and dulls our Reafons, as to diiable tnem 
for all good and vertuous Adions. For Rel^on 
is pure, cleanly aixi fpirttual ; but an incempera^ 
fennality isna(l:y, fottiHi, and makei the inindof 
man cheap and foolifh» and unapt for any thii^ that 
IS Manly, Generous, and Rational, tffid fo is the 
greatell Impcifiment to all the ends and Exerdfes 
of ReHgion, which diredly tends to the enoblii^ 
of our Katures, the fortifying of ourReafons, the 
iubdningol all our lower and fbttifh Appetites, 
tiieadvandii^of ourioaniy and tntdloAual Abili- 
tiesj in any ttii^dutt »Rders us l^^s like Beafts, and 
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more likie men. But as for Intempcfanee, diac 
does by a natural necdficjr befoc and weaken the 
vigour of ouf Reafonsy and fo dire^ly thwart alt 
the ends of Religkn^ for it either (lupiBes or en- 
rages our Spirits^ cither ftufiBng our Bodies with 
dull, watry^ and fbtdent humours^ or potting thek 
Ferfflents into irre^ilarand extravagant modons. 
{ have often known a nidej wSd» didohite^ chde- 
rick> ungovernable %ttrit enoer into perfons (other- 
wife of a welinnclin'd CompleidonJ by no other 
way then a wide and deyourl^ Throat. To con* 
cliule, our work in this World is to fee that the 
iWAfiimm maintain its own Authority ipasA all 
the aflauits of rude and baibarbos Famons i thatit 
tame and dvilize that wild and hUz^t'Be^, to 
which Fxovidence has tyed k, that by acompleat 
Vi6l;ory over all igpofale and unhatxHofiie modons 
of the brudfh Faculties^ it noay be in a ttnamer re- 
(lored to the condition of a pure and intelleS^ral 
Beings and fo be capacitat^ to reliOi the joyeis 
proper to God and opiricual Natures, for we are 
not capable of that d^ee of Felicity whidi they 
enjoy, till our Souls are rendred fo by proportio- 
nate degrees of Furi^ and Holinefs ; for the hap- 
pinefs of Heavai is pure and intelle^ai^ and there- 
fore our miuds ate purged here fitxn all teilen- 
cies of matter, that they may be ^ed and i^uatir 
fiedfioidKhitsEoioymenes^ fo ^when me vt'' 
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gorous Energy o£ the Soul has melted down aU the 
drpfTy parts or flu^iHi andunwelldy matter^ and is 
become ^**J^ GiU-likfy iwd furel^fviriiuali then 
itfball mount up into the Regions of Blifs and Hap- 
pinefs^ and (hall be admitted into an intimate con< 
verfe and union with the Dixine Nature^ andfhall 
live in the Ravifbing Contemplations and Embra- 
cings of uncreated Beauty^ana bathe its dilated Fa- 
culties in the fiill ftreams of Infinite Goodnefs, and 
Sun it felf in the InVigoratii^ Beams of Light and 
Lovcj and fpend a whole Eternity in the bUfsful 
A^fcs of Love, and Joy, and Peace, aixl every 
thii^ that can procure or cncreafe its happinefle. 
By all which, you eafily difeern that Religion is 
no Arbitrary Exadfcion^ but Wife and Rational , 
and of natural necelTity to perfe^ and refine our 
Natures, to'raife and purifie our Minds, to pre- 
pare and fit us for a higher and more Divine Con- 
dition, the Soul beii^ not capable or fit without it 
to enjoy the pleafures of God and Heaven. 

And now I defoend to their Speculative or Me- 
taphyfical Th€blogie, which the Platomfis ftile Di- 
vine ; The Peripatetkk/ Primithe PhiUfofhie 5 and 
include in it that which they call Sapience or M' 
tafhj/fickfy fo that I (hall not confine my felf to mat- 
ters meerly Theological, but (ball take in all the 
general Principles of Science 5 efpecially becaufe I 
Co iiot intend ^apurfuk of all particular Difpates, 
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(for that vvouldbe airendlefs undettakr.g) but only 
lomc fuch General Exceptions, as though they 
may have a more diicO: iii^^ dn^etaphjfieai 
Sfecuiations, yet may cwiCcrn their Philbibphie in 
grofsj and call' an oSlique hck upon all its other 
parts. This prcmifed, I proceed 

I. The firt\ thing therefore, againft which I ex- 
cept j is their way of refolving knowledge into its 
fitft and fundamentai , Principles ', in that by rcjeft- 
ii^ the Teftimony and Juc^ment of lenfe in mat- 
ters of Philofophic, they dp but involve and per- 
plex the Principles thereof, under the pretext of a 
more abftra^cd and intellc^ual difcovery of 
things : Fdrhereby the minds of men are taken o£E 
from the' ffd^m Evidenced plain and palpable 
Truths, and are fain to ground alt their knowledge 
upon nice and fubtle Speculations, whereby, at 
lead, clear and unqueftionable Truths are reiolved 
Into Principles infinitely more uncertain and difpu- 
taUc then thcmfelves. And that the Platonick way 
of refolying knowledge is )uftlv chargable here- 
with, needs no other proof then oarely toreprcfent 
it. They then fuppofc that the Truth dS all Be- 
llas conTiAs in a conformity to their jfrchetypat " ' 
Ideas y whereby they mean tornt General Patterns, 
by which all the Individuals of each f pedes a?re fra- 
med, fo that to inveftigate the Kature of things, 
we mull endeawur to know the Refemblatrce they: 
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have to chdr Originsls ; and that therefoie to tt* 
Qsdi upon thefe> and co oonfider their agreement 
with {enfible things, is the onely way to attain a 
certain knowledge of the Natures of the things 
themfelves. And therefore Tlao concludes the 
Omnifcience of the firft Mind, from tbttappcA* 
tion that it is fumi(hed with the IiUas of all things. 
f^jod that Mankind might be in a cafMcity of know- 
ing the Natures of tmngs , he auierts that God 
has hang'd a multitude of thefe little Ti£hurtsdi 
himfelf and all his Creatures in every mats under* 
(landtng»that by attending to them^he might diroft 
himfelf in his Conceptions andNotions of the thins^s 
/« Timtt themfelves^and that hoiein aboe cooftAs 
the Nature of true Science ; and ther^re 
the only difference he aflf^nes between Science stud 
Opinion, is, that the one attends to thefe undiang- 
able Ideasj, but the other to die uncertain and va- 
t n.i4 >, liable Reports of fenfe, Andinaoo- 
Dtuh jimitu> tner piace> diicouriing more paroca- 
larly of this Notion ; to the Science of 
a thing he requires athreefbkl knov^ec^ tiz,, di 
its Name^of its Defimdonjaiid of its Pi6ture,whidl 
iail he afTerts to be the cheif caufe of knowlec^j 
and InHances in a Cirde » co the true Science 
where^A 'tis necelTary that we know by what name 
to exprds it, and then its DeBnicton^ that 'tis a 
6gure^ whofe parts arc every where equally dinbuit 
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fsfXk the Centre i and laftly, that it be reprefen- 
led to us byiomc vifiblc figurej which, fayes he, 
gives OS a »r more folid knowledge of the nature 
pf a Circle then die other two ; and is that which 
advances our knowledge from Qptnion to Science t 
Now (continiies he) the fame ufe that thefe deli- 
neations have in MatbitMtieal Theeries, Idea's have 
in Pbj^*lSfeculatimis, ts therefore we beCl under- 
ftand what a Circle is bv looking upon its Delinea- 
ted Figure^ fochefureft knowledge, we can have 
of the Natures of things, is gotten by contempla- 
ttf^ their Ideal Pi^res or Images ei^raven on our 
unckxOandings» 

But M^ methinks this fetching of Principles 
and Pfviefhfk NtttMS out of ihe mind of Man, is 
die toe thing, as to acatomife the eye to fearch 
for the firft Frinc^es and Pifitiiata of Opticks : 
For as 'tis the Nature and Office of the Eye to con* 
te and obferve thoie objects with which Vjs 
ted, and thence to frame Optical Kules and 
fb 'tis of the mind to {peculate and con- 
fider riiofe things, which are any way conveyed to 
JlsnDtioe, and thence to tnslkt genera! Rules and 
Obfinvadcns, which after an exaft fcnitfliy and 
OQSqatriibinof every inctividual, are juftly admitted 
&r Broleptick and ftmdamenial Verities t £0 that 
^mrd Ayimii ace onty the refults and abridgments 
<tf a nfiBhicnde <rf finglc Experiments ^ thus from 




Digitized by' 



^6 'Jn Actpum of xht Platsnick. Tbeohgie, 

the plain experience and obfervation of all man-kind 
was framed that unqueftionable Maxime, That the 
whole is greater then its parts y becaufc they faw and 
found it was fo in all individual Bodies in the world, 
and the Reafon why all men affent to it at the firft 
propofal, is becaufe they cannot look abroad, but 
they are prefented with innumerable inCbnces there* 
of , every vifible thing in the world being a whole com« 
pounded of parts fenfibly fmaller then it felf. Now 
to what purpofc fhould Providence imprint fuch 
obvious and apparent Notices as this upon the 
minds of Men, when as but to open our eyes, is e- 
nough to difoover their undoubted Truth and Evi- 
dence ? A man that has animadverrive- Faculties, 
has as little need to be minded of fuch ob\'ious and 
apparent Certainties, as a man that has his Eyes in 
his head, has to be taught that there is a Sun in the 
Heavens. But fuppofe that we were bom with 
thefe congenite Anticipations, and that they takie 
Root in our very Faculties, yet how can I be cer- 
tain of their Truth and Veracity ? For 'tis not im- 
pofTible but the feeds of Error might have been the 
natural Refults of my Faculties, as Weeds are the 
firft and natural Idues of the beft Soyles, how then 
fhall we be fure that thefe fpontaneous Notions arc 
not falfe and fpurious ? Now the only way to be 
fully fatisfied-of their Truth and Sincerity, is to ex- 
amirie them by a wary and difcrcet Experience , 
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the Teft whereof will remove all ground to doubt 
for the future of their Int^rity. And if fo, to 
what purpofe do Connate Principles fcrve; for be- 
fore I have madeTryaljI cannot ufe them, becaufe I 
have no Reafon to truft them, till I can be certain 
of their Veracity ^ which I cannot be, but by Ex- 
perience, which yet makes them ufclefs ; becaufe 
Experimental knowledge is of all others the fafeft 
and mod unqueftionable, and therefore muft needs 
render all lefler evidence vain and unneceffary. At 
leaft when our knowledge proceeds in an Ernpiri-* 
cal wa y 'tis folid and palpable, and made^fo un- 
doubtedly certain from the plain and moll undoub- 
ted Teiumony of Senfe and Experience, as unde- 
niably to convince Sceftieifm of a pitifiil and ridicu- 
lous Obftinacy. But when we begin our know- 
ledge from Notions within our felves, befides that 
'tis a difficult and nice difpute to prove that the 
mind of man is furnifhed with any fuch innate Pro- 
leffesy and that we are deftitute of any fure «e«rf<i«r 
to difcern Natural Anticipations from Preconcep- 
tions of Cuftome and Education (unlefs we bring 
them to the Touchftone of Experience) 'tis doubt- 
lefs that Generalites are not capable of fo palpa- 
ble and conviftive an Evidence, as fingle and par- 
ticular Obfervations. And l^eidoit AdvMcmntof 
my Lord Bacon has well noted it as none ^'^»'"«-' ••«-5 
of the Icart obftru^ions to^thc advanceaient of 
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kliowlecige, that Men hifvefit^bt far Truth in their 
nm little WMsi ani thst vntbirxtpinf^ themfelites 
from the CMtemplaticn of Nature, and iSe Ohfeft'dti- 
ms of Bxfetience^ they heppe tumBted uf and down in 
their own Speculations and Conceits ; Jfndfo haxte ij 
continual meditation and agitation of Wit urged, and as 
it vperey imoeated their oxn Sprits to ViPnne^ and.^e 
Oracles unto them^ whereky wey have been deferpedly 
andjleafngly deluded. 

mc feconc&y, hGnvever the cafe may be as to o» 
their Innate Notions^ the£xiAence of 'P lotos Ideae 
Is altogether precarious and uncertain, and there- 
fore abiolutehr unfit to be made the foundation of 
all Science, (bt by them they unanimoufly under* 
(Und real Figures and Images of things, painted 
and carved upon the Mind, rather then Habits> 
Thoughts^ or Conceptions, and therefore Tlato 
defines them to be *«•'«< «rf» <^«%«w« i^m^rJ^^which 
further appears from the grounds from whence they 
labour to deduce them ; for it b evident, fay they, 
that the Eternal Mind exerted InteUe^bial Actions 
from all Eternity, but becaufe there can be no In- 
telle^cn mdtoutsnlntelligihleOkfeSl, it mu(\foI- 
law, that there mufl be Exemflars and Ideal oijeBs 
m the Divkie Mind, to terminate the a^iions there* 
of. But to fuppofe that the underdandit^ canfloc 
zOi, untefs it bi employed about an objedt really 
cxiftiD^, is not only pcecaxious^ but for any thing 
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appears to the eaxmys tcoMxytoeretymam 
Expericooe^ ledog we arc ^ abie cocoeace C^t- 
Mterasjicpleaiure. Butibaa^tlusPfifiulatumwes^ 
granted as to aeated Intelle&s, yet to tie aod li- 
mit the Gxitemplations of the Dhine Mind to a 
pare-exiileat objei^ is (beside many other abf«if- 
dides^ not lels rafhand unwanantable then tocon- 
Gee me operations of Onampoceooe to tfae Lawsof 
Matterind Motion : feei^ then theses no coiiera- 
ble Evideooe oo beprodoc^d of the Truth and Re- 
ality iAs^itMewtudlmms^ Wiat can moic betray 

checaoie of Sdenoeto 3ie Exceptkinsof ,5'<r«pfK4^, 
then to retfbive iis utmod: Truth and Evidence in- 
to iiich uncertain and imaginaiy Fdnciples > 

2. AieoondFauk, for wiiidi daey aiie ju(% 
blameable^ is obeirierioBS endeaivouftt^ to know 
and define the JSbtbns of ab^ba^xd Edeoces ; for 
thefe.pare and Ser&phick inteUednalifts for^oodb 
deifiie all SeoSiAt inoH/kdge, 9s too gpefs and 
naaterial &x their laice and corioiis Eaouines) and 
difdak to pnifoe aiay knowdDd^ but What ispurc 
andJboella&ttt, itfaat is fuch as is ibtabie co their 
refin'd, and as it were^ ifepafaited UnderdaiKfings ; 
and theiefioce they chdflywempby their Tfaioughtf 
about ab^radied and parely ivktaphy&al Beii^ ; 
and chencc they take vipon>d[)em:Q^ly todeicribe 
theineer£(j[^incArof m loxtsisf Seit^^ i^the^ 
Materifld^orlftiinateriai; whether tb^ bdong td 
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the intclleftual; or to the fcnfible World : In oi*- 
der whereto, they refolvc all Bebgsinto their fim- 
ple and unmixt Ingredients, and then attempt t9 
afligne their precife notions and differences froni 
each other. Thus they Analyfe all Phyfical Bo- 
dies into ten Principles or Primitive Ii^redieiits j 
for ftrftjthey fuppofing that all things,by how much 
the lefs perfed they are, are fo much the more 
compounded, and then placing Bodies in the low- 
eft ranck of Beings, they infer that fomething of 
all Siiperiour Eftcnces mud concur to their €on- 
ilitution, fo that all Bodies mud participate of the 
Set FMtrKm\ "i"^ SuperiouT Orders of Bcings, tiscs 
FanMTtbi* , e- PpfWi ^oltty^ Nature, Soul^ Miniy Life, 
\^n^SS,k. Effmey i^ity. One, from the mixture 
of whichi after the fdurrfeveral wayes 
of Compofition, i, e, of Profundity, Latitude, Lon- 
gitude, and Solidity refults Gorporeiety, And 
feme are fo ftrargely fubtlc and abftra^tivc, as to 
mak^A real and fubftantial difference betweenMat- 
ter and Body. ' Again, to pafs by their feveral 
kinds of immaterial Motion and Harmony, they 
make five fores of Numbers, Dirnne, whofe Pro- 
jperty is Uniformity ; Suifiantial, whole Property 
is Immobility ; Jnimarie, whofe Property is a Pow* 
cr of Self-moving ; V^tural, whofe Property is a 
Capacity to be moved ; ^kbematical, which is the 
com9i6n;fort^.afldthegr<^fleft.of all^ becaufe (lay 
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they}: it may be deciphred by External figuics. But 
if they are able to frame a Conception of any Num- 
bers befides that which is Mathematical, thiey have 
more feicukies then I, who am born but a Mah, and 
live by the ufe of my Reafon, and five Sehfes. 

And y^i they confidently enough aflay to give the 
world minute defcriptions of theTe, and fuch other 
nice and fubtle Eflences.lt will be unneccllary to ex- 
amine their particular performances, if 1 can evi- 
dently Convi(Si: the Attempt it felf of Folly and 
Madnefs, as I prefume to you I eafily can, Becaufe 
I Jsnow jou are already fufficiently convinced how 
fruitlefs and infignificiint thefe definitiais of Meta- 
phyfical and abltradked Effences are, for they are 
in truth nothing elfe but notifying that thing by 
more words of a narrower fignificatbn, which at 
other times is fignified by a fii^le one of a larger 
Import, as if in Arithmetical Accounts, we ftiould 
denote one greater fumme by many little ones. But 
die cxpreffing of a thing by divers w(ads, does not 
raote unfold its Nature, then when 'tis figred by 
one ; becaufe the ufe of Words is not to explaine 
the Natures of Things, biit only to ftand as marks 
and fignes in their ftead^ as Arithmetical figures 
are only notesof Numbers > aiid therefore Names 
are as unable to explaine abdrad^d Natures, as 
figures are to folve Arithmetical PMems^ I am 
not^iorant that it has been an ancient and credit 
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table 0|»niQnof the Piaow^, that Names litvc 
in them a natural refembianoe and ibitablends to 
things^ and are pecuUarlf exprefTi^c of the ieveial 
uatures andproperdes of diole thuigs thef areuied 
to reprcfent. But words being meerly feveiai Mo- 
clificatioia of llbuiKi madebj the Organs of Speech, 
can have no iikenefs to any thit^ but feunds ; and 
whecie a word ligdfiesaxijr peculiar ibuodj it ma? 
have a naoiral rdbnblaiice to k^ by giving it a 
fensnd like that which it cepcefents^ as Timimmku' 
imm and Clangs , vdiich worck (bike the Orgsn <d 
hearii^ fomewhat after the fame manner^ as dboie 
things do, of which they ace expreifive. . But to 
imagine diat any vrords Ihoald carry in them a ce- 
femblance to any tfait^ befidesNoifes, is aoab- 
furd and groundlefs conceit ; which willevicfendy 
appear by impofmg upon words contrary fignifi* 
cations, and ispplymg xbem to exprefs tfaiqgs quite 
cotffrary to what chey tk>w figniBe. for Example, 
take the Names, by which Fire is cxpreM in4di 
Languages, and apply them to water ; and h aa 
the contiary, call Water by the names of f»e, aixl 
you will eafily perceive diey have no more natural 
Corrcfpondcriy to the one then to the odxr, and 
that the Names of fire bavc as much agreemcn 
with the Nature and Properties 'of water, astbey 
have wichthe thing they now figniBe, and chat chey 
would as well expiefsk, if men would agcee jo 
change their Impofition. o,.e...^oogi(And 
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And theiefoie I conclude dat the office of De. 
finiciotis is not to eacplain the Natures of things, bit 
to fix and circunafbribe the fignrficaion of Wotds- 
for they beir^ Notes of thii^, onlefs their fignifi- 
cations be fetded, their ineanii^ mud needs be E- 
^vocal and uncertain; that is, unlefs icbedeter-* 
mined of what things fuch particular Names ztt 
figns, no man (hall be ableto fignlBe his Thoughts 
to another^bccaufe he will ufe uncertain figns.And 
therefore to defineMatter, Form, Subtlance, Ac^ 
cidentisnbt tounfoldthe Intrinfick nature of thofe 
thu^,of which the vamci^oiMattetJi'ofm^StA^ce^ 
Jcadent are marks and figns > but only to deBne- 
what chilli intend toeacprefs and fignify by thefe- 
Names. And unlefs I have fonae Idea and know* 
ledge of that thit^ whidi Icall Form or Accident,. 
Antecedently to my dcnotii^ of it by thcfe Names,, 
they will be altogether infigmficaut, becaufel know 
not what thing 'tis v^ich they fignifie, andthe- 
Names themfelves give me no more kncnvledge of 
thofb things, then Gas and B/^r or any other words 
of QodeBned ftgniBcation/AU which I hope fiiffici- 
ently evinces the vanity of Metaphyseal deBnirions 
in order to the difcoverihg the hidden Eftences of 
things. But yet furrficr,we are fofarfbom attaining 
any certain andreal knowle^of ^«j^dr^^/B/i»^iCof 
an acquaintance with which, theie Vtfan^s fo much 
boaft)that we are trot able lo know any thing of 
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CorporealSuhfiances asabllradt from their Accidents. 
Ther's nothing can more perplex my Faculties, 
then the finiplc//i^<« of naked matter. And certain- 
ly, it was never intended thatmcer Eflences fhould 
be the Objects of our Faculties, And therefore the 
truely wife and difceming Phiiofophers do not en- 
deavour after the dry and faplefs knovvledge of ab- 
ftrai^d Natures, but only iearch after the Proper- 
ties, Qualities, Vermes and Operations of Natu- 
ral Beings; the knowledge whereof may be acqui- 
red by Oofervations and Expcrinticntsjbut there arc 
no certain means or rational Methods (tliat I could 
cvcryet meet with) to inveftigate the myfterious 
Ideas of bare and abllrad:ed Eflences, Befides, all 
Beings are either Obje6fcs offence, or not; now to' 
go about to difcoverthe nature of the former by 
metaphyfical definitions, would be ridiculous, fee- 
ing they are far better underftood by our fenfes. 
If any one (bould ask me, what a Bed-ftaff or a 
Joint-ftool is, the only way to acquaint him what 
they are, is not to amufe him with fine artificial de- 
finitions, but to ihew him thethii^sthemfelvcs : 
And befides to abftradl fenfible thirds from ma- 
teriality, is to abftra€k them from themfelves, be- 
caufe their very Eflences are Material. And then 
of them that take upon them to defcribe the Na- 
tures of Beings that are not obnoxious to fence, I 
demand by what ways and methods they came to 
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that knowledge. For cis nbt enough co prove thac 
this or that is the Idea oiF any thing , becaufe fome 
fanciful ihcn are able to- niakc prttty Byp»thefef 
concerning it, butif any man haveattain'd any cer- 
tain knowledge thereof, he is able tagive a rational 
account o.^the way and method, by which he pro- 
ceeded in his Enquiry. But this ttiefe bold definer^ 
neither have, nor can do ; but if you will be fo ci- 
vil as to take their i^ords, they will requite your 
Civility by acquainting vou with more ftrange and 
ftupendioas Myfteries. And here (before I conclude ' 
this head) I cannot but proclaim a Quarrel againll 
the Met^phyficks of the School-Dolors ^who pretend 
too by their deBtiitiom to utifold the moO: hidden and 
ahftra^fcedEflcnces of. Things. But their perfor- 
mance is a pregnatit Argument of the varity of 
their undertakiig. For their VaftVolums arc fil- 
led with vvell nigh nothing, but empty and infigni- 
ficirt words,* feiolous and confus a diftin^ions, 
ufelefs and imaginary notions, precarious and un- 
certain fuppofitions, fencelefs and unintelligible 
Difcouries, and with a deal of foch phantatlick and 
uncouth ftuif, as makes f oplsftare, and Wife mei\ 
laugh: ButthelntrinfidKEffcnCC of anyone Being . 
is no more explain'd and unfecreted after all their . 
Labaur,.then it -wasafbre. Thi8,\$Jr, you may un-- 
derAandas^airecantatiion of my Etr^t , or rather' 
bemc^U]ii)g-mfauihappihefs> uithat)^ have (contr^a- 
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ly to wh^c you once advifed me) loil fo much time 
aiidinduCiry in thefe abi^d and feaoekik Authors. 
Aii^i though this be oi^ly.to acc^fc, yet 'tis as cafic 
a task to make good my charge to the ut akA» as tb 
to make it^ but thaCj becaufe it catiix)t be done uo- 
IqTs by ?n indi^oii of patttoular inlbnces , woidd 
ft;^ea largex PtCbwidfechep cat> be allowed to a 
Digteffion in th«i Letter. 

3. My Thitd Impeacbnneot, is their afie^ii^ a 
myQerious 9b(c«irity and abQiufeoefe, thereby to 
render their notk^ns nkorefblemtian^venecabk. Of 
chis I oiight produce youi»fiptteIn(bQces:£luefera 
full Gonvidtion* let me only engage you to fpend one 

hour either in PWs F^nw^sfl^ Cwbidi 
^yf'S*'^' though Tt^Ihs thinks an eniice ^.bia& 
iiJifi***^! 3yftem of Ph«3bnick Divinity, yetiiim-! 

felfi^ wails feverd Chapters in an £n« 
quiry after the fcope and defigneof that Dialogue) 
or any of thofe of ms Theological ComfloectatKus^ 
whom \^y will allow eohaveundeiilobd him, (for 
Fatrum will not allow that his firft GlotTers to the 

Qumber of above 71; were able ^ seach 

ixmieu!''** his meaning) bet ;cheifty Vmlushis 6 
'^t^k/ uf9ftT^ik»sTbaligiey OS fcsbic- 
yify ii^his Tbe^hpe^Infikmifmmaaiedtotima^ 
Of the Ob^riiy and Aniaiguiiy o£ Plmls knti- 
^fKsofs.coacetfttVgtheP^jr, l.mnc tccotDd. jyou 
^umt «rhese> f^^eicf^thithnliefery^^^ oa^ 
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jmn^fffsmm to givctis i Qridt&mm' [i^**" '^ 
liiirjbacoaoii^ijf fh^% notioa ef Grod foiS* *t *""' 
iitibi&-P<Mi)^)u^f{^h«!atm(&slog^thW ^as cheit.maifr 
fier k) 'a C<«iii» 'of flat emtrai^ms^Sc gives a Dcfar?* 
ptioii much Kke that Pcripatetkk R iddle of matter, 
^it4 Laim CrifpU^ ntc ^tUs nee ^iemnd^ nee JntLt9* 
^yns^ utc ca^^tm m^etrix, nee pudica^, fed onmia, 
and then applaixds both ftimfelf and Plato for their 
Owthoiox 6itiments about the Deity. Joft fodi m- 
other isii(cdef»^^|co» istlttt ^pp)fitit^ 
Uymj^d)eJ^»f^ieydeDhinir V^ndmius, A^ 
^uni&k not a wild \wA cUtpeaihtivt ^aticifm^ 
to explain the unaccountable Ideas of immate* 
rial Beings^^by natilbeK and ^ures, ef which I have 
almchr given yeaifaSidtm Inllance? But ifl 
fhouid tranfd:'^ their ptctxy df eanns and conceit^ 
€iithefttperejf(tnUalUmty^ of the PmW Orders ancf 
Qastwmvs^oitAte '•♦^i ^knOfUM^ ^ ^imvueMt, oithtPa- 
ternwn-Frtfimium^^pi^Si IfektM/ft^ky Pomi»m Pa- 
tnSyOitkis^ifuU(ff9ii^j^Sufer'tei^ai%e^ons 
&y^ifihtBiikawnt:;i6^&iet with the dcfcriptions of 
t}heuimcal-liihabi{»nts> 6t6if altotheir hneHe^d 
H^pafi^esJ. am confidfent it would tempt yonr iravity 
(though you were Stoically morofc) much feypncf 
theeflayof a fmile^ uiilefs perhaps yonr perufal of 
^^B4«w»«»y'havepicvc|itedt3heiriibvel^^ .^ 
IBitt the Gtosciari Thfed<^ (as "PrccJk? 
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_. ^. ^ ' coneendsbeiilg foanrfed byOrpfcrarj id- 
/. i!c. 5* ' vanced by Tythagvras ,, jwd compltattd 
by ?/<ff(9s^ a$ Of/slk<(^ iqprefetited iiis 
mylWes by Talcs and Fables, Pjitim^uhy 
Numbers and Symbols, fo P/<ifo:andhisF«lowers 
have ( inimitation of them) communis 
r7am''^M ^^^^ ^^^" Notions by Emblcmsi Fa- 
iib!T,'e.4,"' bles. Symbols, Parables, heaps of 
Metapters, Allegories, and all foris 
of Myftical Reprefentations (as is vulgarly known.) 
All which upon the account of their Obfcurityand 
Ambiguity arc apparently the ui^iteft fignes in 
the vvrorld to exprefs the Trail) of any mans tlxHights 
to another : For bcfide that they carryin them no 
Intelligible Acuity td the Notices , which they 
wercclcfign'd tointimate^ the Powers of Ims^ina^ 
tionarefo great , and the InClaneesin which one 
thing may referable another are fo many, that there 
is fcarce any thing in nature, in which the Fancie 
cannot find or make ^ ^arietie of fiiCh Symboliru^ 
Refembiances J fo that Emblems, Fables, Sym- 
bols, All^ories, though they are pettie Pmick, 
Faneiesj are infinitely unfit to cspriels Philoiiqphical 
Notions and difcoveries of the Natures of things: 
and befideSjfeeiiTg they have left us no key to thefe 
dark Cyfhers, there can be no fure and conilant way^ 
to unriddle what cci)ceptio|is are lod[:'d up under 
them V fo that it docs not only require a great deal 
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.Bidft Will takJe h mdch pnofisicr ibiib a ktidwiecige 
tha^can achi^bdlraiBiounc &iictaa<bub|&il-£a^S> 
. llieftiBiibfifiicispttM^^cbtf ilu^ 

aiidibUdlUiifephie; For k heedsiitde jefs pjains 
to dtfcdver their, meanii^i then perhaps k would 
tb have' exainioed the ihu^ tt:&»4 aod yet when, 
that i$.dohe, '.we afe'as:fat£0o^'dinr ^dasbefc^e. 
The end of Philofophie. is to fearcb into and difco^ 
ver the Nature of things,:b9t 1 believe you under- 
(biid not hoW'the:Natuie of any thing isatjalldif- 
covered, by.noakirg k theThenac of Allegorical 
aiKl dark difeourfes; 

'But I mad ix3t too much aggravate this Accu- 
fatKtt upon the PXi/i9»ff?j.iB' particular, feeing ii 
hai been the Gatholick Crime 'ofall^ ilie Leanjed 
World. The ^mk of Vuerbom his Counterfeit 
'^erofus derives this Artof wrapingupan4 unfold- 
ingMyfteries at theiameiime from:N<i^/), but per- 
haps aiibther man would have fetch't its Invention 
from chc Oracular Bonis ^ who taking upon them 
toforetd, what they could not forektiow, were for- 
ced to ufc ifuch (hifts to iiide their Ignorafice. 

Jfiikage nexa del^aoMos eft. Deo. 
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4t&iR iixikatsd lEbeu Qrft(des> aiifi hocsiufe they tm- 

ihe reacd of neir lesfufition^ tbatrtJagy^ninght^Mift 
4i(€0ver their ignQiiiaticein(lead.af theti htiWadgi^ 
th^X wtape up thokMyikiieakubrlE and otngpna. 

fierabb - (a& chcjr; {jtcetendecl) toi b^rprpniitiitei i» 
ikrMi4. i.f. vulgar ABd'uhhallpviKdAliaicis. ^ Ckmins 
* uenjnUs AUrmi^mM ipuhdly charges almbfl: e* 
-'^''' / . vary Sa^:<>fdi0iW}ficfpliins.heB«wi^ 

htsi KdiQCQo, whiereas the i^ geoecalliy difdiifDei k. 
Thfi (loty k conaoiDO, th^e Bwforehi^ wasi bani- 
(htd' Fyihtigvftts hb S^diool^ iiu a iuiMi^ic6t kkn 
plaoe> as (V a Btifoa iall> ancl all btornfe. he went 
cic. it finh abouc to unriddle the PyAagtrnk^am; 
biu.t,i. nsichec jj&ilfrtic/iWhisSirafflaaa tmstmif 

^ret^j? quibbles iipoB bin),3c taefim sdates difaksi 
in his life. That he Wroce a Book h raoDi^Bt&^ 
obfquie, (fhat at length k becaoie aConttoiwifiei 
whetberat treiU!ed'6f a CtfwmM- ii7Wf6> m o£ ALiiifK. 
And no lefs .common is Jtifivtles £pi^l:le m.Jiot' 
ixAAu^M ' Wwj wherein he profdks-thiit though 
M»'i»/lAuii£ he had niade his Books pobHdc, yctibe 
had not pubiifhed them^ and therefore 
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iBCcUtg^e to Vulgftr Rfiaciers j ^d £<fvfr)^^ 

YWicliJqelligiWeto Boiie but^Stenis'df Art jWisSiki' 

JmcMs mUitfe^us compates him t6- the fc;u^tJ^> 

f ifh, bccaufe he like thatibrt of Fh'h, hides hifii-' 

fctf with.bi5 own fokc. And how \wll the Schdol- 

Doddrs (his gteac Admiiers) have imitated hith, 

I need woe tell jroOj onely I have^ more then once 

with pleafote dbferv'd it cUMpJ^us^ chat where h& 

cannat ooake hkMafter jiftinas fpeak good fenfe,. 

f thowgh the Non-fenfe be palpable) he attributes 

a MT&nouiiaeis tohtsexcrfloidinary and noote then 

hiimsne fobdetie. Shali i add the proud Race of 

f jmr^, .who (lik&>£«A>f ) go ckothed in clouds, 

anNdiae dwy difcover by cheir fire, d^en by thejr 

hnaak> I m^t add maiy noodetn Writers, but 

I forbear, only methinks alt the World feem to have 

gone CO Schod Co that Pedagogue h Quineilian, 

Qg^ MfdftiUsahfatrare Oim dfcerg»tj p^etj i^ffitor, 

jjwKB Hffw ii««i/ •»<«•«• Ah Writers are am- ^^'^•*' 

biiihas to ^have Conifncntacbrs, and certainly 'tts 

not a little eftimation that obfcurity gains from the 

Viili^r, whence chat oommendatbn ki Si»imiiian^ 

Tantit mUfffy ne e^$ t^i4«m Utelkxi 5 and that con- 

cbfion in i4ii«ivtMtf » 

Omnia enimfioliSma^s ^imirantur^fmantfii^ 
h^ei^^Juiiyer^isjMipanti^ ternunU 
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But all thjtt. th^y undciftaod, they dcTpifc, »»*,««» 
n$myuj0trm I /S/ar^ fj^es Syntfius h his £ncomium of 
Ca/wj^^, i^Qw fince I have vencared to play the 
drifiarchurmttktetice to fo many eminent Vertutfi, 
mechiuks I may dare to add the fame Cenfure o£ 
our late Englifti 7i^tf/2?'Cf«^»/, but yet of all men i 
am moft'forely iit<M of^i^iog thefe, becaofethey 
ieem to be of a very quarreifome Humour^ and co 
faaye a huge ambition to be efteemed' the Polemi- 
cai Scripturients of the AgP^ whereas Ihavebeen 
fcared4rom EiJgagtng; with Q>B<^-Vnaimi ever 
fince I Bift ^w the CoR^Qverftal Rencxnnties of 
, Eugenius '^hiUlethes ; and befides, (oo confefs my 
fears to yoa) I kiiOvv nocbut the RomantlckHcro^ 
of this Order. may have retreiv'd the Joftlavientkn 
of -Enchanccd Arms, . efpecially that lovely Fairie 
Knight defcehded (as the Romance of his Life re- 
lates it, "tis a; prettier Tale th^nthk of AmMtS'de 
Gaul) of die CefarJ-Jey4m. ofM^me^ and the visnera. 
ble Author of the UeyAdnUn BhiUfophji, as himfclf 
modeftly ftiles his own ^norai^t, uncx)uthi and ri- 
diculous ScEJble. , 

JBut 'tis more fitting that thf fe Pcd/tmkk Cheats 
vf^t chartifed by the Publique Rods, in that they 
diredlly Foifon mens minds, and difpofe them to 
the wildeft and mod Enthufiafiicik.Fafiaticifine '^ for 
there is fotnuch Affinity between BoJi-CrMcianifme 
md Enthtifiifite^ that whoever entertains the ohe, 

. OOOIP ^ 
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he may upon the fame Reafon embrace the other ; 
And what Pcftilential Influences the Genius of 
Enthtffiajmeos opinionativcZeal has upon the Pub- 
lick Peace, is fo evidertfrom Experience, that it 
needs not be provkl from Reafon. To conclude, 
I am conftdentj that from the beginning of time to 
this day, there has not been fo great a Conjunction 
of Ignorance with Confidence, as in thefe Fellows, 
which certainly of all other Afpedts is the moft 
contrary and malignant td true knowledge. 
4. My next Accufacionis,thatinfl:ead of pure and 
genuine Reafon, they abound fo much with gaudy 
and extravagant Phancies. I that am too fimple 
ortooferious to be cajol'd with the frenzies of a 
bold and ungovern'd Imagination cannot be perfwa- 
ded to think the Quaintelt plays and fportings of 
wit to be any true and real knowledge. I can eafily 
allow their Difcourfes the Title of Philofofhical 
T{oinanceSi (a fort of more ingenious impertinencies) 
and 'tis with this eflimatc I would have them read : 
But when they pretend to be Natures Secretaries, 
& to underftand all her Intrigues, or to be Heavens 
Privadoes ,' talking of the Tranfaftions there, like 
men lately drop'd thence encircled with G/<;«>j, and 
cloathed withthe."Qarmencsof MofesSiEliaSiZnA 
yet put us oU with' nothing but rampant Metaphors, 
and Pompous Allegories , and ottier fplendid but 
empty Schemes of fpeech , I muft crave leave to 
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account them(tolay no worfe)Poets ScRomancer s^ 
truePhilofophie is too fober to deicoxi to theie WM- 
neHes of Iinagination> and too Rational to be chea- 
ted by them. Shefcorns, whenfneeisinchafcof 
Trut[i> to quarry upon trifling gaudy Phantafms ; 
Her Game is things not words, I iball rot prefume 
to cenfure Plato s Stile for its being too Pompous ^ 
Poetick, though this has been done already hy Jri' 
fiotics Dmjfius HalicarnaffetiSy Vofjtus^nid other Pro- 
fcflors of the Critical jirt. CXily I remember I had 
not long converfed with PlatonickAu,thors,whcn 
I took occafion to fetit down as a note to my (elf^ 
that though a huge luftiious (lile may relifh fv^eet to 
childiihand Uquorifh Fancies , ytt it rather loaths 
and nauceats ai difcreet underllaikiii^ then informs 
and nouriihes it. That Tlatonifme is alraoll nothing 
but an Allegoric, is too notorious to want a proof, 
Plato's two famous Dialogues, ipix^. his SymptfiMm 
andhis Ph£drut, ranked by Picinus among his Me« 
taphyfical and Theological Treatifes^ treat of no- 
thit^ but Love and Beauty, and of them too in 
Poetick Schemes and Fables. 'Tis pretty to read 
their Metaphyfical Difcouifes of Truth, which are 
nothing clfe bat l^e-fitfies. The foul being en* 
amour'd with the tranfcendent Beauty and Love- 
linefsof Truth is enflamed with impatient defires 
of enjoying her embraces, and therefore Wooes 
and Courts her with indefatig^Le Patiepce, for &tt 
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muft be fuppofed (as all other Beauties are) «x^ 
ceffively coy and difiioaltAbat by diligence and im- 
portuiiicie the unierflanding wins and enjoys her ; 
Anddien theyeKpreCs their cmbrapes in meiame 
.language, they would fpeak of the private tranf- 
a^ons between Man and Wife.Thus (you fcc)th^ 
have the main Ptopertie oiT^mnancers to talk maon. 
of Love. And indeed PUu himfelf feems to have 
been the Brft Author.of jtrmfms BcmanceSy (or to- 
wards the b^inning of his Carfpirium he cliides the 
Poets, that lived before him, for their OmHfions in 
reference to Love, and that when they had made 
Panegyricks of all the other Oods. None of them - 
bad ever atccmpted an Elogie upon This. 

Now coDifcoorfeof tM Natures of llmigs in 
Metaphors and Allegories is iiothing t\k but to . 
foortand trifle with empty words , bectufe thefe 
Scfaenis do not exprds tic Natures ofThings, but 
oiiy dicir iSimiikudes and Refemblances, for Me- 
taphors arc ally words , which properly fignifying 
one thkig^rc apply 'd tsofignificanotherby ceafon off 
feflwcRefemblanoe between tihem. When therc- 
fotc any thii^ is expcefe'd by a Metaphor or Alle- 
gory, the ihing it fclf is not €xprcfted , but only 
fome ifimilitode obfcrv'd or made by Fancy. So 
that Mecapliors being'Oi^y the fportii^gs of Fancy 
CDm{9antig thii^ with things, iad. wx. flnarks xjt 
figE£i cf Things. M. ^K^ IHieories in |!hilQtot^ 

L 2 wnich , 
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which are exprefled only in metaphorical Tcrmes, 
arc not real Truths^but the meer Produds of Ima- 
gination, drcfs'd up (like Childrcns^<i^wj) in a few 
rpangled empty words, fuch as the Greeks call 
»ir«f«»f« empty Phrafeologies that have not Notion 
& Thing enough to fill them out. Thus their wan- 
ton & luxuriant fancies climbing up into the Bed of 
Reafon, do not only defile it by unchaft and ille- 
gitimate Embraces, but inftead of real conceptions 
and notices of Things , impregnate the minJ with 
nothing but Ayerie and SuDventaneous Phan- 
tafmes. 

But 'tis dill more fanta(\ick andabfurd (;o talke 
metaphorically concerning thofe things^ of whofe. 
Ideas we arcutterly ignorant, & of which we are not 
able, to difcourfe in Proper Terms, for fuch Dif- 
courfc muft needs be Non-fence, and the matter 
of it muft needs be nothing; becaufe they treat of 
they know not what. For Metaphors notlignifyii^ 
things, and things being always fignified by proper 
Terrhes, what can be more evident then that meer 
Metaphors without proper Terms are employed 
about nothing at all, or only an Imaginary fome- 
thing. And they that talk thus , do but firft ima- 
gine a Subject, and then imagine in it fome Re- 
lemblanccs to fomething elfe, that is in effcd, they 
make a bauble, and then play with it. Of this Na- 
ture, (to give you one Inftance) are the greatest 
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part of their difcourfefe concerning -the Soul; in^di- 
icourfing of which, they draw Metaphors fromall 
the Senfcs, Members, and Fun^ions of the ^ody, 
from all th6 General Hypothefe? of Nature j from 
all the Fhanomena of the Heavens and the Earth, 
from all the feveral Properties and Operations of 
the feveral fpecies of CreatureSi and apply them to 
the Nature, Facukiesj and operationsof the Soul ; 
But bccaufe they are altogether ignorant of the na- 
ture and fubHance of the Soul, and are not able to 
exprefs the greateft part of thefe things by proper 
terms ; all thefe Metaphors muft pafs for idle and 
infignificant Non-fenfe, beciiufe they fignifie we 
know not what, and defcribe we know not how ; 
fo thatmethiiiks the PlatmckPhiiofofhie is juft fuch 
another thing as the Epcttreans fancy the world to 
be:, 4 Mafs of pretty words handfomely and luckily . 
paek't together 5 I muft confefs that before 1 had^ 
exarnined it, by reafon of its huge Tumid words, 
I look't upon it at a diftanee, as the loftieft and fub- 
limeft knowledge in the world, but when 1 came 
to furvey it more clofely, I fobn found that it was 
nothing elfe but vvords, fo that I may more hand- 
fomely conf)pare it to a Landskip, in which, at a 
diftanee appear huge Rocks, and vaft Mountahies, 
that feemto vie height with, and out- reach the 
Clouds, and yet by a nearer approach thefe vaft 
bulky AppearancelarelcAind to be nothing but a few 
ArtiBcial Shadows. o,3^^JH^ogie 
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5. Another milcarriage is, that they empby 
much of their Contemplntions in things aitog^cfaer 
uncertain dnd taifearchable; They delight occef-* 
fively to wander into remote and invifible Notions, 
and to calk confidently (as Travellers into forreign 
Regions are wont to do) of doubtful and unaccoun- 
taUe Problems>and any thing which Is as far dillatit 
from liuttiafte difcoveryj as concernment* Which 
foopelefs defire of hatching into thii^s exempt irom 
humane Inqaificiotij is that whicb renders Curiofity 
Crkmn^l 5 For Curiofity it felf is a gallant and he- 
roical Qualityj and ttic natural Product of a Qc 
nerous Complexion, but when it afpires after the 
knowledge ot things {daced tbow its Reach, it de- 
generates into a vain and froiclefs Ambition, or ra- 
dier an unnaitural luft of the mind after l^rai^and 
extravagant Notions. Though die Truth ot it is. 
The minds (or rather fancies) of menhave iiidi a 
uacural liouoriOinefs aftor the knowledge of things 
ftrange and remote, chat they fwalbw ndiuflg with 
fo gratefol aGufto, asftories of things rare and ib> 
ufual ; nekhcr care they how uncertaki and phan* 
tailick they be, fo they oe but odd and prod^ous; 
and hence k comes co pafs, chat men as« generally 
more tickled and enchanted v^ith Legends aid 'J{(h 
mances, then wkh ufeful and remarkable i^#wrw. 
Wnich (they fay) is the Reafon why the Andents 
made fo-much ufe of Fables and Apologues tojn- 
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ftruft chc People, bccaufe tbcy canied in them 
fomeching momrous^ aiid exceedbg the limits of 
Probability. The (enfelefsthultitudc, that could 
iK)t relliih the wife Difcourfcs of Socrgm, would 
be much taken and furprifed with a pretty aiid ex^ 
travagant Tale of a Lyon» an Ape^ or a Fc«, &Ci 
But not to aiggravate this Childiihnefs of theie dull 
andtnuddy Souls. Tis an unpardonable Luxury 
and Wantonnefs for Wife and confidering Philo- 
fophcrs, to fpend their time acd . ftudy to difclofe 
dil tant s(nd infcrutable Myfteriics, and frontlefly to 
d'nQuLtQ to the world in fuch Theories, as are infi- 
nitely remote from hunaaue knoVle(%e and difcovc. 
ty, and w^iich 'tis as.impofliblc toknow;a$ it would 
be if they had never becii. And that the iPlatonips 
are of all men moft chargeable with this folly, thefe 
fewenfuinginftancesmaydemonftrate. As when 
ichey confidently take upon them to give the world 
e)ca€l: and minute defcriptions of Incorporeal Be- 
ings ; To give an account of the Nature and Oeco* 
nomy of the God>head« and how the feverai Ranks 
of Ideas are Dafpended upon the three 4wi^« JwtoAms 
thi^ormiiyffft4fSi to pry into the mod hidden R c- 
cerfes of the Divine Mind, aiid diftin^tly to deli- 
neate how the Ideas of all Created Perfections arc 
the«e difplayed. To difoourfe about the Subftance, 
Naaire> Properties, Offices, Adiions, Orders, and 
Polities iof At^s r To affcrt that ihe Heavenly 
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HtiCl is divided into three Hierarchies^ and chat each 
Hierarchie is fubdivided into three Orders, and e- 
very Order into as many Legions, as there are coii- 
tain'd Individuals in every Legion, i. e. 6666 ^ and 
that this Ternary of Hierarchies, and Norary of 
Orders do Circulate about the three-fold Eflencc 
of Godj (as the Planets about the Sun) with ir.fi- 
nite other the like Dreams about their peculiar 
Natures, Offices, Diftances, and Employments : 
See ProcUt in "^^'^ withali to pretcnd to demonftrativc 
put. Thetite. Evidence inthefe things. Again, when 
they confidently aflert the Firfi Mind to 
be the cnely Author of Souls; and that humane 
Souls were temper'd in the fame Veffel^whcte the 
Soul of the Univcrfc had been wrought; and that 
they were made out of fomc remaining fragments 
of that mixture out of which theGods of the fecond 
and third Clajjis had been framed ; That the Firfi 
Mind had deputed the Genii or Junior Deities Guzt- 
dians of his Of-fpring ; and that it is they, that 
Marry them to their "Kefpcdtive Vehicles, When 
they define whether the Jpofiate Genii be purely im- 
material ; and whether they be vitally united with 
matter ; and whether they were made peccable on- 
ly by union with their Vehicles ; whether any of the 
.//erW Spirits be Jtheifis or no , whether any of 
them be of a fportive, drolmg humour, and delight 
to €ffc(aArtick Prodigies in the Aire, to abufe and 
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affright filly Mortals; How they chat^e InteUlr 
gencc, and difcourfc together. When they deline- 
ate the Cofmographie of the Jtchetyfal World, re- 
plenKhed with the Immaterial Ideas of all mate* 
rial Beings ; and defcribe the Syjieme of the Invifi- 
ble Heavens. When they frame particular Hjfpo- 
thefes, not-onely of the nature of the Soul^ but of 
the manner of its living, before its lapfe into this , 
life, and after its return home s^ain. Ladly, when 
they Graphically defcribe the manner of the worlds 
lad and final Conflagration : I might add too their 
Hypothefes about the manner of the worlds Frodu- 
^on ; for unlefs they had been Spe^tors, it was 
not poffible for them to know in what way and me- 
thod the Univerfe was Ere^fced ; that depending 
wholly on the free Election of the Divine Will : 
Though fome Learned Men have thought it a migh< 
ty Confirmation of the Truth of the Mofaick Wri- 
tingSjif they could but evince a confonancy of any of 
the Philofofhers Hyfothefes with theMofaick account 
of the Origine of the Univerfe ; as if their naked 
furmifes could give anyTcftimony to Truth : For 
either they received the Account they give, firom a 
credible Tradition, and if fo, then Mfesvfzs the 
firft Author thereof, for none elfe could give any 
certain Account of the Procefs, Providence was 
pleafed to ufe in the Production of things, but cer*- 
tainly tis no Argument of the Truth of theMofaick 
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Account, becaufe At Jews told it to t^Eqypi' 
gns^ and they to i^tGrectanSy for this can adds iio 
Authority or Evidence to it : Or dfc they were of 
their own framing, and confequently were altoge* 
ther groundlcfs and unwarrantable Conje^res i 
for it was furely impoflible any mans Reafon fhould 
tell hkn the particular CircumCbinces of the worlds 
Creation; as that its material Principle was a TSu 
and a Mu^ that it was agitated by jthe Divine Spi- 
rit, that feveral Portions were form'd at fcvera! 
limes, that all was Bmfhed in fix days fj^ce, ra- 
ther then five or feven, and the like r this defigne 
thej^cforc of difcovering aConfonancy between the 
Hypothefes of any of the Philofophers concerning 
the Origine of the Univerfe, and the Moiaick Ac- 
count thereof, isabfolucely fcopelefs and uoproB- 
cable. But this is adigrmion that has thruH: its 
fclf in here before I was aware of it. To refume 
therefore my former Theme, is it not the highed 
and mod (iungenuous madne^ for men to give fuch^ 
confident and deBmdivc ientences in matters fo re^ 
xDote and unaccountable ? All the forementioned 
|)articulaFS (to wrhich it were eaTie to add a thou- 
damd more) are apparently beyond the reach of hu- 
mane Co^^ance , and> fuch diit^ as cannot be 
Imown but by Rcveladon, there being no other 
tncans to attain zo any wiowledge of cbit^ of 
^k vail dJllrfinc^ aod xemotcne^ And if we 
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will bat leflodiupca cm mm Thoi^ts, we muft 
cavSgk tfaat wc oanaoc^ perceive die Ideasof Beings 
that are cot placed within theHoriton of Seofe^ 
and thofe that pretend to a difcpvery of them, had 
better prcttnd to Grades, Prophefies, lUapfcs, 
and Divinations^ then CD the ibber and (leady Maxi^ 
imcs oS. Philofophie. And thcfcfosce 'tis cot tarir 
ufual with the P/atmfis to pretend to a lied of 
Enthufiafiue. They Itile themfclves "o»^»H the 
in^ed Priefts of Truth ; and their Philofophie 
«f««9- «iMf««iV a3 if it had beos poured into chem in 
a Divine and Bxtatical Furj , and Proclus izy^k. 
a thoufand tioaes of PUm and iiis Commentators, 
that they did ifUbAfwib&ti. as if tbey had vrritten with 
a kind c& Bttctkml Bwdit^fme ; And they cv&y 
where calk fo like Prophets and Oracles, as if they 
vpcrc infpired at lealT: oy a Bath-Col : And 'tis huge-i 
ly pleafant to read their own Exorbitant Paradesof 
the Esalted, Divine, and Extstick iiiUitnity af 
Placooix::k Cont^napiation; they boj^ fo ofiten of 
ibque^yng them^lves from all Corpoceal Com- 
mecce, and foaring up tnto ihs Ethereal ^e^ns, 
that a man would export News isom the third 
Heaven every day. If they were in good eaiseft, 
we might expei^ (kange difcoveries indeed, but 
ala<s, tbej^ Sons of Inaaginacion are as licdc trail- 
Med with E£gl £xta^, as other men, onely they 
ate pk^dto£spce&tbeFi}ei;iZiesxtf their rfiery and 
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fubde Fancies by thefc Allufions. So that let them 
talk never fo Seraphically of retiring from the tri- 
vial and common Entertainments of fenfe^ they do 
but fit down in the Theatre of Fancy, and enter- 
tain thcmfelves with the Ma Sfecus, or Images of 
their own Complexion, and though they take them 
for great Realities, (as other Sleepers do their 
Dreams) yet when they awake out of their fanci- 
ful Vifions, and return to a ftrength and confiftency 
of Reafon, they then difcern them to have been on- 
ly evanid Appearances reprefented (as all Dircams 
are) upon the Scene of Imagination. 

Now 'tis a great midake of fome men to think 
it necedary that wq (hould be able to confute fuch 
vain and ut^rounded Pofitions; and that for this 
Reafon, becaufc they are out of the Sphear of hu- 
. maiie knowledge 3 for though they may fometlmes 
perchance, like the Cartejian Vortices, juftle with 
fome certain Truths belonging to our ophcar by 
reafon of their Vidnity,yet that happens by chance, 
and is not necetTary : But being in their ov(m Na- 
tures out of our View, 'tis not to be expe&ed we 
ftiould give an^ account of them, becaufe that 
would be to aflert what we cannot know, which is 
-to commit the very feult we are now chaftifing ; 
'tis therefore fufl&ciehtto (hew the abfurdity of an 
afl'ertion, if I can evince it to be unevident, though I 
can not to be untrue, for it is not lefsiinbecomii^ a 
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Wife man to adenc to an uncercair.ty.than to an 
untruth : becaufe 'tis not the real certainty of a 
Truths that is a fufficient motive of our aiTect^ but 
its evidence to us ; for all Truths are in themfelves 
equally certain (though not equally necedary and 
durable) but 'tis from the variety of evidence that 
the difference of our knowledge proceeds ; and 
howfoever alTertions may be in thi^mfelves real and 
certain Truths, yet uiilefs they are evident as 
well as certain, they will be to us vain and fictiti- 
ous Phantaims. And therefore I cannot but com- 
mend this one Pamdox of the Stpicksi That a Wife 
mao is always free from Opinion, Ignorance, and 
Error : From Opinion, becaufe he will not af- 
'fent to uncertainties: from Ignorance, becaufe 
what he knows not, he knov^ that he knows it 
not, and fo has as much knowledge of the thing, 
as he is capable of : from Error, becaufe he that 
will neither affent to what is uncertain, and knows 
what is to be knov^,'and what not, canfcarcebe 
liable to miftakes. And it was none of the leaft In- 
ftances diBficurus\ Wifdom and Modelly, that he 
made it one of his cheifell Phjfiolb^cal Canons^ that 
rhehadnothii^todo vnth -^f^t*^ '^''^ifJ^ximr* mat- 
ters rneerly Pojfible, and meerly Contingent ; and there- 
fore he was alwayes wont to ftate and conclude all 
Qucftions about the Phaenomena of the Heavens, 
-and all other lemote and unevident ' Enquiries , 
3Yithnothingelfebut/f^j^./.. .......vS^gle 



$6 ^Jin MmfA if^ Fhuamcit^thedo^^ 

Befides in fuch cafes any man may a^t whatever 
a -warm or g^ly Bqud m&y iuggeft, and we ihall 
iiave equal inducements to tmrnaoe contrary Hy- 
fjothefcs > chos as Mthtma has femewhcre in bis 
Jkorauy ildicnjbed the Sydsme of the invifibic 
Heavens,the Orders of Angeis»& die ieverai Folds, 
in wjikh their feveral Chornfes refide^ as well as 
!T^r0.» h i have as great Reafon to induce me to 
iaredit the Mthomtan Byfoihejis as the Platonick^ 
Andthen ^codi%iacch) wearenot concem'd iniuch 
^es to fliew the yaotty of the AfTertion (for that 
we fuippofe hnpiailibie} but tim. df the ASkrox, 
whom we blame for iat^ng fo mudi againft all the 
Rules of Rea^i, in a^Eirmtngichat, whidi 'tis evi- 
dently innpoflible {for him to know; whereby fae 
both crouoles the ^i^orld with debates equally un- 
.neceifacy andtendfefe^ and obftm^s the Advance- 
ment of True Knowledge , by diverting ihbfe that 
atein ^u€^ after it ^linco daik, dubious^ and endleis 
Ttavierib : And certainly :amot^ the diaay things 
that balvebetJnhindianoes to the &aoyctry of TjaiaB, 
none ieem to bave beenof a more nnha|i(>y and dif- 
foj^dXnduence* then that ihen bavebeen genei^y 
<ii^ii^for ita whepe ks veins lietoo.deep,andoat 
of the fathome of humane foduftrie. 

Now if this cn^ Caution againH: dogmatBiEg 
in matters Bemote and unevident were well ifti- 
bibcd i it vwuld not only prove an leflfeftuai A»- 

^ -tidbce 
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tid^eeagainft xmxtf thoafaiid p^dileDt cotitrdveiK 

fies, t^at iofieil: the wctfld, but alfa a deadly Bam 

to the Platonick Phibfiiphie $ for if in readSi^ the 

Platonitls, ybufhallasyoQ proceed^ but ask them 

for a rational evidence of thieir magiikrial dilates 

(efpecially in thofe things which they bo^tl of a< 

their fubtimeft (peculations) and refolve that yod 

will not make them mattcri of opinion, 'till thej^ 

fliall have given you fome rational inducements 

ib to do , I will engage yon (hall q^ver be q^eol 

thenrDifdiples^ thoaghyou ihould (ludy them td 

the revolution of their Great Year. 

Before I take my leave of this Coniideratbn, 

I cannot but note that this impudent hun^ouf pf iat<^ 

king confidently of things uncertsun and widdy re-^ 

mote from humane Cognizance was the pecaliai 

crime of the firft andearlieft Bemieks Jn the Chri* 

f^an Church. Thus the main of the Hcietical O* 

pinions of the Gmfiicksjaxvi the feverabfub-diviiibig 

Faxons bfthem, VaUtttmanSy SatufniUtmsy Bgfiia 

Mam and other primitive Hereticks were only iome 

«xti'avagant Hypotheies Goacerning the Dividityi 

^nd ijcs Mential Emanations, and t&;ir fbvesal 'Syi 

^CiigisjZadPltfomtd, oat of vi^ich they i&Lfndd sl. 

peculiar Oecociomie of the Godhead^eompoundirig 

-che Divkie. Nature out of a multitudes c* Orders 

^ndlndividuals (you may fancy it iiich a kind of 

-JMoBltiprjLasthcPiiQiuECof MtBakhss Uyiathm,} 
- - ^^ 
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Aod this they did by blending fome Fancies out of 
PlatOy and Fables out of Befiods Theogonia with the 
Qofpelof Saint /o^»3 as the Fathers unanimouny 
conclude. And as 'tis repotted of Simon Magus, 
that he endeavoured to compound a Religious 
Worihip out of the Rites of Paganifine, and the 
Sacraments of Chridianity^ fo 'tis manifeft that the 
Gnofiicks would have int^ated one Syftcm of Di- 
vinity by mingling the OrpheaniPythagorean^and Pla- 
tonickThcologie with the Doctrines of the Gofpel. 
Of this furt of men and their Do^rines all the more 
learned Commentators underftand the frequent 
cautions of the Apoftles againilHerefiesand Here- 
ticks^ and peculiarly that eminent pafTageiCo^/.i.S. 
where the Apoftle warns them againft Pinlofofine 
and Tain deceit^ after the Tradition of men ^ after the 
T^udiments of the world, i. e. a ^iJroi4.9- y^ittt a £alfe 
knowledge that pretends, to know the hi^ell my- 
(leriesupon the naked Aflertions of fome confident 
men. And of thefe «'(«>/«. and the feveral emanatir 
ons of the Godhead do they undcrCland thofe fabu- 
lous >trtaAt>f« Saint P/f«/ mentions i Tim, i. 4. fo that 
theHereticks^the Apoftles fpeak of,were only giddy 
and opinionative men^ (hat took upon them to in- 
troduce the Opinions of the Philofophers into the 
Chrillian Faith : For which rcafon it was that TVr- 
tttlUaJi ftiled the Philofophers Hereticorum Patriar- 
chas^ becaufe from them were borrowed the greateft 
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part of Heretical Opinions. Thps the Learned 
*BfIfiemus has made a Parallel between thcTytha : 
mean and Manicheitn Principles. And 
JSannes'Bafti^aCriffus m his diic\i(- *^'f^^^^^^ 

fing of PWs Opinions, has at the dnd pfc^rr?" 
of every Chapter (hewn what Here- 
fies fpcung from each Opinion. In this 'Notion of 
Herefie the School-Dowors will prove as Arch- 
Hereticks as any of jthe Ancients, for they have in 
the fame manner corrupted the funplicitv and pu- 
rity of Chriftian Religion, by blending tne Placits 
of JrjfiotU with the Articles of Faith , as ^anes 
and Valentinus did by mingling with the Chriftian 
Faith, the Philofopny oiPiato and Pythagoras, And 
then they have filled their vaft Volumns with fub- 
tle and rice Hypothefes made out of this mixture, 
out of which are of neceffity generated an infinite 
number of idle and unprofitable Altercations,or as 
(as my Lord Bacon prettily ftiles them) Vemdculate 
^^uefiionsi becaufe they are generated from the pu- 
trera^on of true and folid knowledge, like worms 
from putrified fubftances : though perhaps they 
may ere long defeirve that Epithete upon another 
fcore. I might have added to them the late grand 
Dogmatical Matter of " Orthodoxy, vvhofe rude 
Dogmatifing has occafioned as many Controverfies 
in tile Chriftian Church,as ever Aianes or VaUntimis 
did. The tefiilt of all this is to direct to the true 



ApoLbtical Nodpn of Herefie; which is natfo 
inuchan Opinion ch^tissppf^r^^'falfc^fls one that 
is grdundlefs; apd unwatratitabkj andfanataially 
tcnck to the creating oiineceflary difpuies; and ma- 
king Factions and Divifions, ziTlotinus fpeaks of 
£«««*/. a. the Gneftickfy^^SLtxhtywett Inventors (f 
;»*.f. nei» and Vain OfinionSy tp m other end thea 
the ereSling of avecuUarSeQ, And though moft of 
the Primitive Hercfics were falfe and impious, as 
well as raih and ut^rounded> yet that which gave 
them their deoomimtion, was their vanity and ten- 
dency to create mifcheivous and delhuftive 
Schilmes. The way then to prevent Controver- 
rie»3 and to avoid Schiihis, is not to deBue> but £< 
lence groundlefs and dividing Opiwons. ,Thc 
Church {hould in fuch cafes iniitate Socrates sVa- 
puny that never gave any pofuive Anfwer> but as 
oft as it was coofultcd anfwered either No^ or No- 
ffciivg ; becaufe they are ufually ftarted about mat- 
ters uocertatn, and conlequently undeterminable. 
So that when both Parties determine contrary to 
each other, and upon that %arat9e, the^are both 
equallySchifmaticks,becaufe they both divide upoo 
inruf]^cieQtandunwarrancablegrounds.!For inHstnce 
(to pais by that early and unba^^y ^mdedmanan 
Schifm*) In that grand Schitei of i^GteehjChurth 
xlk^m the 2?««M«f, though the latter vh^s notorioufly 
Schifinatical, yet the former was not altogether 
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gqlltjiers; ki^ alchoi^hr they, bad Reafans fufficietie 
to warrant a fi^celTiQii from the RomarJils ; as the 
Popes ufurpation in challet^it^ a Power toimpofe' 
on them new Articles of Faith , and putting of this 
Tyranny into pra^ife, by requiring of all that 
would tie Members of the Romane Communion, 
to receive his addition of the Filioque irtp their 
Creeds : Now ( I fay) had they divided only for 
the maintaining their own Liberty againft the Pa- 
pal Encroachments, and for not admitting the 
additioih of Filittpte as an Article of Faith, 
their feparation had been judatid noble. Butf 
when they ftood as obftinately on the other fide,: 
as the Romanids did, and would not admit 
of an Union, but upon Condition, that it might be 
received as an Article df Faith, ,chat the H<dy 
Ghoft proceeded from the Father mly^ they can- 
sat be cleared of a Schifmatical divmon. Now 
if inftead of being dogmatical in both thefe contra- 
ry Extreams, bpth Parties had agreed to.filence 
the Controverfie and decide it neither way, as 
Truth would not have been Icfs fecur'd, fo Peace 
would have been miich better preferved. I con- 
clude therefore in th& words of a late Learned 
and Judicious Divine.- < If th& Church had fio^ 
4sd damn'd uf the Originals and Springs of CentrO' 
"Verfies, rather then by the determining far the one fort^ 
t» gitye theHi as it ;^er6 AiPife and Conduit to. ccnP^y^ 

N 2 them 

Digitized by V^OOQ IC 



^2 OftkJgfeementhelweinMoiesandVhto, 

tbm to PojierityJ ferfwade my f elf the Chwd) had not 
fuffered that iamdation ofOftmns^mh vphicb at thU 
dayitisoVer-run, 

Tbe fuff of ed Agreement hetvpeen 

MOSES and PLATO 
VISPROVED. 

I Have (Sir) prefented you with thefc Reflexi- 
ons rather then, any other » not fo much becaufe 
I apprehend them more confiderable ( though 
pertuips they are fo) as becaufe they 6r(l occurred 
to my Thoughts i For it had been no difficulc 
work to have added Infinite more ; but thefe Con^ 
fideratlpns being already too prolix, and thefmall 
portion of Time allotted for this Task almoft ex- 
pired, I fhall wave thofe that remain, and only vin-: 
dicate the Accufations I have already made, by ex- 
amining 3c controulif^ an Apology, that endeavours 
towa(hthemoff. 

Foritisreplyedon P/<iro's behalf, that he can- 
not well be charged withRafhnefs and Futility, 
but the Accufation muft reach M«/« alfo, and the 
reft of the vS"<itrf^ Pro/fcftj; becaufe from them 
P/«o borrowed his choiceft and fubUmeft Theories, 
which if in any thing vain and trifling , thefirft Au- 
thors ought in reafon lo beaxe the greatdl Blame,& 
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ib at length my chargii^P/<iftf with Futility , if it 
be valid, will fall foul upon /Woji^xhimfelf. Which 
farther compleatly excufcs his Ralhnefs, feeing 
he delivered his Theological Theories, not from 
his own Fancy a but derived them from fo good 
and fure an Authority, as Moj^es and the T*rofhets\ 
And that he did fo is the unanimous confent of all 
the learned world: Fathers, School-Doctors, and 
ModerftWriters agree not more unanknoufly in any 
one Principle then this : r^ in nx/wr.ir M»vm «vi<>cic*r 
is now become as vulgar and trivial as a Proverb. 
The particular account they give hereof, is this, 
TbztfUto derived many of thefe Myfteries froiii 
Tythsgorasy who in his Travels into itgypt and the 
!l^\ had either immediately received them from 
the Jewes themfelves,or from theitgyptian Priefts, 
and the Chaldean Wife men, who came to know 
them by Converfe with, and Tradition from the 
Jewes. And that T*lau himfelf travelling into M- 
gypt inqueft after knowledge, recdved hischoiceft 
andmoft important notices concerning Divine and 
Supernatural things from the Jtyfts^ who abo it 
that time in great flocks reforted thither, or from 
the Egyptian Priefts, who either derived them from 
the Mofaick writings , or received them from the 
Jewes by an Oral Tradition. For (fay they) God 
delivered to Aio/^j- in Mount Sinai a twofold Law, 
anaa^.TWi The ^f rite t<»B?, and nfl S5?3'.i^ rn»n The 
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Vocd t<w, which is the Myftical and Enigmatical 
meanii^ of the Former^but by reafon of its extra- 
ordinary iacrednefs was not cxpofcd to the rudcPco*' 
pie, but oply whifpered and conveyed in the (lender 
Pipe of Auricular Tradition from age to age among 
the great Sanhedrim and the Prophets down to the 
time oiEfdras t by whom (and the great Syna- 
gogue, of which many of the Utter Prophets were 
members) it was committed to writing, kail by 
reafon of their frequent diiperfions and captivities 
it Tnould by fome ill fortune perift) ; which, carry- 
ed its ftreaiD out c^ the private Channel , in which 
it run before , and fodn fprcad it abroad among 
Forreign Nations, efpecially in Egypt and Chalde?, 
where great number^ of Jews reftded. For an emi- 
nent Ipftance of all which, theyalledgc the Do- 
^rine of the Sacred Trinity, which (fay they) be- 
ing one of the Rareft and Choiceft Myfteries of 
this Vocal CMa , was greedily embraced by the 
Egyptians, from whom Plato and his Followers re- 
ceived that clear and fiill knowledge thereof j which, 
appears fo much every where in their Writings, 

To all which*I anfwer in thefe enfuing C6nfide-^> 
rations. 

I. That it is fo far from being matter of com- 
mendation that it Is rather a difparagement to have 
been converfant in, and borrowed from the old 
Eaftern and Egyptian Learnii^. . That the And- . 
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cnt Sages of Egyptand the Eaft were acquainted 
with the firft RucUmtots.of Mariiematical Sciences 
is evident from the liioft authentick Records of An- 
cient Timesa& from that skillawhich the Gredans 
gained amoi^ them. But it is as evident that all 
their Theological Learning was lamentably frivo- 
lous, obfcure, fabulous, uncouth, magical and fu- 
perftitious. The Scythian Taraboftefci, the Pcrfi- 
anMagi^ the Indian Brachmans and Gvmnofo- 
phifts, the Egyptian Priefts, the Bards ana Druids 
of Gaul and Brittain,and other Ancient Seds have 
(I Coofefs) made a great noife in the world , vet 
they that endeavour to celebrate them mod, tell us 
fo many Superftitious mi Pedantick (lories, as fuf • 
ficicntly evince them to have been no very extraor- 
ilinary Perlbns. Anyone that confiders thofefew 
Opinions and Ratiocinations of theirs that are (lilt 
extant, will eafily conclude them to have been men 
bf no great Reafon or Juc^ment. Some have cn^ 
deavour'd to maintain the Credit of this Aodene 
Learnii^by retreiving and collecting its fcattered 
Fragments, and others by counterfeiting fuppofi* 
tidous Authors , fuch as Zoroafler and Hermes Trif* 
fne^fius,^ but whoever will be at the paines to per- 
life Zoroa^rs Oracles, the Books of Trifme^^y the 
Writings of PpZ/a/, and the Earl of Mrandttla's 
Riddles, with which he challenged all the l^earncd 
world, will need no other proof of the Vanity of 
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ail pretences to the more abftrufe and myilical 
Learning of the Antients; I do not queCtioo but 
that great and honourable Perfisnage I lafl: mentio- 
ned, was a Perfon of Cluperdious PSuts and Leara- 
ii^, yet I am fure that thofe Notions, wherewith 
he made the greateClNoife in the worlds were but 
. grand and pompous Futilities. 

The Old Eiyftian Leamii^ was fo Famous, 
Aa 7.ta. ^^ the Spirit of God, fcts forth thcEmi- 
I ici«i 4*. nency of Mofes's knowledge by his skill in 
'*' ''' it,& the matchleiheis of SoUmons Wifiiom 
by its exceedir^ it ; And therefore I conclude diat 
it was conver£uit about more generous and more 
ufefiil Notices then afterwards ; fuch znGemetfy, 
^(ironomy. Policy^ PhypcKi and other refembling 
Arts, which either were perfe^ve of their Ratio- 
nal Faculties, or did miniller to the ufes and ne- 
ceflities of Nature : as is generally . reported 
by all Ancient Hidorians. But had the iPriCline 
Learnii^ of Egyft been the fame it was in latter 
Ages, it had b^n as great a difparagement toM^- 
feSi as 'tis now juClly reputed a commendation,' 
that he was accomplilhed in all the Egypkn learn* 
ing, and had amounted only to this, that he was 
a vain, triflii^, fuperftitious Fellow. And what 
the Egyftian Pricft obje^ed to the Greeks, that 
they were always Children, might be more truly 
applied to thenuelves, if it be the property of chil- 
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drcntQ value trifles. What (Mcfflh fooleries their 
Hien^yphicks were. Learned Men now prove 
from the loft labour and fruidefs indu(lry of Kir- 
ehers Oedifus M^ftiacus, Certainly, if they had 
defign'd to abuie and debauch this humour, they 
could fcarce have contrived more fond and esctra.- 
vagant Emblems ; and indeed their courfenefs and 
unlikenefs to the thir^ they Ihould refemblcjfuffici-? 
cntly difcoyer them to have becnbut the rude Effays 
of a barbarous and undifciplined Fancy. The 
truth of it is, the Bgj^ftians ieem to have had onely 
knowledge enough,^ to know that their neighbours 
had none at all, and cunning enough to vaunt an In- 
fpedtion into ilrange and abdrufe MyCleries, know- 
ing that others by reafon of their Ignorance could 
not controole them, and by reafon of their credulity 
would be very apt to credit them, and thence they 
continually abufed the credulous Grecians with 
Tales and Fables. And furely the Egyptian Pried 
took not a iitde fecret pleafure, when he /„ putoHis 
perceived Old S4)lon to entertain his Ro- '*'**•' 
mantick and Legendary account of Ancient Times 
with fo much greedinefs and fatisfe^on; unlels per' 
haps himfelf had been unpofed upon by earlier Ko- 
mancers, for I fancy the E^y/?rf<i» Priefts to have 
been fuch another generation of men^ as our Monks 
vvere in the darkeft times of Popery, who believed as 
wdl as lecorded thofe L.egends, which earlier Im- 
, ,. O D,poftor5o§ie 
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pcAors had Coified. Sothatif i^ iandeiic Sages of 
Greece had pittcbafed no more knowledge by theit 
Trav'tls into Bgyph then thofe few rtmBinders oi 
l^ypan leamir^ Hill upon Record(excepting e fcw^ 
Mathematical Theories) they had focnt their time 
and pains to as little purpofe^ as t^ famous Travel-* 
ier of Odcmb^ who footed moft parts of the known 
world to no other parpo^^hen to defcribe his HsQs 
Beard or Sign>Poli I might here alio give an ac- 
count of the mean abilities of Orfheus andPythagfi^ 
ras, but 1 del^/itnpt to ijpeak too. hardly of any^^r- 
tuoffi Aibes, and there^re I forbear : For it is not 
my defign^by reprefenting thefe Primitive fages a& 
fools and dances to rob theoi of that edeem and ve- 
neration, with which they have been defervedly ho^: 
iioared in all fucceediqg Agesjor though it be gran-: 
ted that their knowledge was much inferiour tothair 
pf latter Ages, (for Learning being then in its Infan- 
cy, muft needs be Childifli, but is fince grown more 
folid and manly) yet it islxit reafooable they fhould 
be allowed bigger Proportions of Honour and Re- 
nown, not only bccauie they were very wife NJen, 
(^fidering the rucknefs aixi ignorance of the times^ 
h which they lived, butbecaufe they were the firft 
founders anddifcoverers of that knowledge, which 
after Ages have but improved, and the world furely 
is much more jbeholdiig to thofe that firft inventr 
ufefiil Acts and . Sdeaces^ than to thole thae ondy 
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improve them 5 it is liiercfotc juft^ they (liould be 
allowed greatec Glb^y^ ihmig^ thej^ had m»di lefs 
knowledge then their followers, fecfides, Theolo- 
fical fpeailations met with thc.latcft and flowcft 
improvements, and ther^orethofe that might have 
coofiderable skill in other Theories, might be (as 
indeed they were) barbafoudy ignorant in thcfe. 

2. I perceive not any fuch clear Agreeriient be* 
tween the PlatonickPhmfofhie and the Sacred Scri* 
ptures, as may give us any tolerable ground of fuf- 
pe6dng the one to have been derived from the other: 
For moft of the Notionsjin which Plato {pcsiks moll 
confonantly to the Scriptures, are fo obvious and fo 
univerfelly aclsnowUdgedaihat it is eafie todifcerii 
how he came by them, without ^ny acquaintance 
with the holy Writings : fuch as are the Being of 
God, the Immortality of the Soul,the Eflential dif- 
feroTces of Good and E^il, fome general Rules of 
Natural and EflbitialGoodnefe. Thus his Exccp* 
ctoDs againt^ the Grecian Idolatry and Superdition 
muft by all means be tranfcribed from the A^^^Vit 
Wrttings^andwhen id thc'£«|Tferf^BwJ(i.of y. ccnum m 
his Lawk, he enjoyns Solemn Feftivafe •J"J»f ;^*J 
in honour of the ^uds, he muft needs eie^Ai^- ] 
have it feoni' the fourth Commandment f^jih'repMr. 
•ftihe^II)ecakJguj^/M<^Vs^4nther«/ffe £^i,A.Mi. 
Bak:,' im fdo;Si»rt& 'againft teevctence in Divine 
Worhiipi he muft by ail means borrow it firom the 
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fecoDcl Precept, and when In his Ble^nthBcok, be 
tf eats of honour due f roni^Chftdien to their Parents^ 
he mud doubdefly have read the fifth Command- 
nienta and the like inother Inftances, Whereas the 
natural reafooableneisof thefe Principles is in it felf 
foapparently clear & evident,that they could fcarce 
efcape the obfervation of any rational and inquifitive 
man j and therefore Plato s lighting upon th^ is no 
more an Argument, that he wasconverfant in the 
JW(>/>H Writings;, then Is his laying that the Sun is 
the br^teft Star in the Firmament. And then as for 
their more hidden and abftrufemyfteries,where they 
feem to agree mod, their difference is greater then 
their agrjcement; and it would not be dif&cult to 
(hew how thefe ^Notions, which have the fiircft 
Confonancy to Scripture, are derived from Hypodje- 
festhzt have none at all, as I (hall anon evince in 
the Article of the Trinity. Andftiall in the Interim 
Ihcw the infirmity and vanity of this conceit, by 
(hewii^ the weaknefs of that Authority, upon 
which it is grounded. 

The 6r(l time then, that I met wkh kn was in 
Modern Auchorsj who vouch'd the Auriiotit^r.of 
the Primitive Fathers for it, betaking my felf there- 
fore to them^ I found fome of them to aver it in- 
deed with npitm\[^ztn^ht^hi eipecHWyCimfns 
JUxAnifinuSyEujebim^eoioreiiyjX upbn no better 
grounds, then the naked affertions of two or three 
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Oftht J^eemekihetvem Mofes M Pfato. i^i 

Jn^^dpcaa^lyCleMutmiJoJefhus^ and that, , 
wh^ contcncU^ about the Glories and Preroga^ 
tives of their own Nation, in which' Controvcrfie 
men of alt Nations are a^^ently partial for their 
own, but ix)nc fo grofsly as the Jews 5 who would 
have thek Nation the only Fooiicain 6f aH know- 
ledge and' wKdbm ( as if;all odier men ' had been 
meer Mufhromes, and had ix>treafon enough tore- 
fledt upon and oibferve the natuits and properties of 
Things) and therefore ^nj^oWw (the j^jcu X'«- 
fir(lFoui)der and FouhdatiGb of .this. «^. *««. #• 
Conceit) does, with the fame Confidence maincam 
that the Peripatetick Philofophie was (loin out of 
Mofes and ihp Prophets,a$ that the Fancies k^ Ptaio 
apd P>tJ^<^<!r«x were taken theoce.Thefe are perhaps ' 
one or two obfolcte Grtcim Tellimonies produced" 
on the behalf of this Opinion, but I (hall not be at 
thf^ pains Cj^tically to examine theit weight and 
suith|ori(y5be(:au{erhaye as great a iu^dioaofail; 
djojeobfolete records eonceming the yemfifNatiori 
cited by, fpine. Ancient Authors , as I have of their 
SihtJl^nPfojhecieszndothsr cdnfeflcd Impoftutes,- 
ii) that n[K)ft.of them.difcQver their : t)wn,Forg.ery^ : 
As thojfefofemous and ftill credited Yeftimofiies 
dtAfolU% Oracle on behalf of the Jewes, of which 
tJiere^^gtef^mukkude.in.Bu/ettvj his Prfifarmo 
EiMngeluayZmotig the reft this is oacai^cfamoufefi^ 
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The CUl4tmi4nd BebirewsKilmti are Profejfors aftfue 
Wifd9m3i^voifl»f ^^ BtEfnalG^in Sf^e nni 
hjfymnnmf^ 'TbuiangeEx/iAiitf IhoaU cnirik the*^ 
world fo creduloiis (& yet io credulous it has be<en) 
as to!>eUcve that this Di/^fccverdrop'd from ^- 
pUahOmle^hs whfthcr that were infpired by the 
^riefisi or by tbei)m/> 1 aimcjonfident thejr^ we're 
neither of them h honed or h. fimple^ as thus open- 
ly to commend the Jiwifi) T^eli^ion and condemn 
thcjrowni . 

But now ajfor thofc Wxitcrs , wh«>^ were bed 
M<^ to givethethien: account of ^eCommerce be- 
tween the Jcwcs and the Grecians ( if there had^ 
be^ any) chey.aie umverfi^ly filent in it t The Jn- 
c^'^tcffth x&Gt£cce arefcarcc more ' frient in a'hy- 
tJHflgi then the Je«^' tiatun^ Though thcy relate 
frequent F(yMgf J of their wife men \rxoFerreigm 
6mitgif$^ vcti© :mentioD at all of- their fiwilh' 
if^tf^i m^y ackn[icvledg& tbeii Geonutrtd to have^ 
be^ impoiti^ kam. E^ypt , their J^meme from' 
Chaldea^ thcir /^nthmauk.iromPhmtciA;^thtu The^' 
Uj^tfi fcom 'BfrfU , hat no actoutit of' their Cam 
frmjfiuUa,' AtdLa^antius^'jii^y and'^eribulyf 
chides with thfc Ancient PhilofophcrSj becaufe they - 
negle6:ed to trade with the Jcwesfor wiflomyZs well ' 
IX vtri Sap. *^ other Nations* Mftidemmrari folio' 
*f^*• . ^Meshe')^odcutiiFy^gofM^ fvflea^ 
Plato anMtindagandfi'vmtaus ad MgyftioSy & Ma- 
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g9Sy & Pnfm itfipte P.ainta^hty «r jeiktm. Gentium 
fituS &facraCtgmfcerent Cfnj^iudfauiurdnmfafitif* 
tiamhi^i^im'Perfatiyiai JWBis UmeK ran Accef- 
fffinti ffieffftstmiffiiM'fmr^i&.qwfdakui ve p^ 
tuiffent. There are indeed fame iaajeEhtrer to make 
k probable that thtGrtdms might confound Judea 
Yft^.Pbamia,yib^dti i£ true, 'tis a.|^od Acgumene 
thatthey hadyeryilittkknoWk^ ofitj icx 'tis 
noclikdychat;an)r>wbocon?ecfeawidtthc Jemjh 
^«fw»fhould confound theip With the Thtmmns^ 
when tb^re wasfo i«^iiqc only dif&renoe bat con- 
tranetybctweenebsnissm'xbetr CmlStMe^Lamy 
Cufloms, 2a:idRiligiont \Naythc JewHh Religion, 
CuAomes>& Lawsbeii% of ib peculiar a conwii' 
tion (torn chofe of all ocheir Nations^it can fcarce be 
fuppo/ed but that tho& who ib carefiiUy obfervei 
thc,LawsandCuLlDalcsofF«rf^^g»Nil(t0«/) as: the 
GrecianThihfophers didj fhould have taken a mote 
fignal and partudular Notice of the j^^^ Cenfiintz 
tfW if they had been acquainted with diem. 6e^ 
fides all which» let me ackl that we find as great % 
confonancy of the opinions of the )Vife men of other 
Nations with the IWrw Wmings^ where there ap-> 
peare no foot-ftcps of commerccbctween therti, as 
of the Grecians. For infbnce, though Numa Pam-^ 
plius is generally acknowledged the firft Pythagore- 
««^ebeing more ancient then PythagofOt) yet there is 
not theleadappearance of any commerce between 
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him and the Jewes. And therefore when Mr 5'e/Jfflr 
»i jm MM. thitiks that if thofe 7 Books of Wii<iome 
^m.A,...a. ^^ .in the Field of Tetilius An, ab 
U. C« DLXX. 'and/attsibated to Niwm by an In-> 
fcription upon the Cheil in which they were, were 
really his, thathewasprobaUy not Vnacquain*^ 
ted with the Difdupline of the Hebrews , only becaufe 
Ct^^Hetmnoi 2aaa €,Pifi.mPlime report that the 
matter contained in them was very confonant to the 
Pythagmck, PhtUfofhte^ the beft foundation of the 
oonjedhireisthc^aeiiervedjgreatnefsofhisownfMM^ 
and authtrity, for youxamot but perceive that in it 
felf tis very fond o: frivoloiis^andiffuchaliisentious 
latitude maybe allowed in hiflorical^«^(|ex, ^jadli- 
het ex ^0/t^^willfoQnbeaswarantaBle aifMXMff 
in Hilk>ry,ais 'tis inthe Eficuf^an Philofifhie^ It were 
eafie to have given you a larger account hereof, but 
I write a Letter not a Treatife, 

3. As to the pretence of a VitcalCMay I can fcarce 
without amazement confider with what confidence 
andeagernefs Tome learned men. of late have cryed 
up an invention fo novel and fanci&il^ for I know no- 
thing more precarious and deftitutc of tolerable pre- 
tences then thefe CMiftical Traditions ^ beii^ omy a 
late & filly Invention of the Jewijh 'Rabbins: for they 
are altogether unknown to and unmentioned by the 
oextif. torn. a. ancicnt both Jewcs and Chriftians. And 
(^# ^.prifm. yet KirfW (who never gives out at crc- 
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dality) would have every one that does^ not believe 
the Divine Oripaal of the Cabala to be convidk- 
ed of Herefie as an Enemy to the Divine Provi- 
dence. But for my part, I cannot undei(hnd' 
how any Rational man can be ilt all concerned for 
fo vain and frivolous an Invention of the Modem 
(i.tf. trifling) T^a^^wj. But he that could find 
all the Learning of the world in an Egyptian Eiero- 
flyfhicktDSLy find all the Articles of his Faith in a 
Rabbinical Fable, 'Tis certain that the Cabala was 
invented fince the difperfion of the Jewijh Natimy 
(there being not the leaft foptileps of it before) 
but m what Century or Period i^|uncertain and muft 
remain fo> for from the Deftru^on of Jtrufalem 
there commenced as to the Jewijh IMory a Tern- 
pus i^fwxw (a Period alwayes fit for riibles j) there 
beii^ no Records or Monuments oi their Condition 
and Af&ics, [unlefs fome few fiibuious Relati^ 
ons in the Talmud,) But' whatever became of 
them, itis certain thatbeii^ given up to a vain and. 
trifling fpiritjfthey imployed themfelvesj in foolifli 
^ abfurdlnventioiiSjof which making Myftical and 
Allegorical Intccpretatiqns. of Scriptiireis rone of 
the leaft icfjpecially when they prefer them fo nfiuich 
before thetrfae and literal meanii^ : for they com* 
pare the Scripture it felf to a Candle , but the My- 
ftiCal feofe to ijemels for the difcovcry, where- 
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ic^' 0/tlbt JgfiemSiii kmim t/!oks Mii Baca 

of the Candk is lighted ; tod cbe Mifnkal thB^rs 

( that hy the^r that (bidy oocIf the titteral (tnk) 

ale <;anap«ied co Jp^ittrieiy i^rho tied/ prepaie 

tfio(e Medicanxsits^ which the Hyfma*. pf efcrtixs, 

b(at the Caklhitifikal tkHors to Thjfiddns^ who 

uiideribind thdr Natures, Ufcs, aiid fccret fto- 

pec)!ie$. And therefcxe they kaie the titoeral aac{ 

iupeiiickiL fenfe (f Scriptufe, to the rode and ig> 

Hprint People, whilft they chat aie Learned dive 

ineD the myfterics ani depths of the Law, and by 

the help of Fancy fetca ilcange and wondeifeL 

feciecslrom Wqkb, Letters, Poirts, ftom thdr 

ievcxal Siaiapes, Conabiuatians, Tr^^pofitions, 

Abbieviatuces, Aricbroeticat Indications, and the 

like « ) And than with ^ feondsfs lo^dcnce, af- 

fo that dbdy caofeOcigioaUy hoaiJdamj Alhra^ 

im^^md Mafef, You may fee enough of this Cah^ 

boreal TsiOti in a thoannd Authours, but moll 

Copioi9£ly icr T{^mhltn de JuteXaUaHfticai smd kt 

thflut gcand TheCaacus of Leatned Tnfles^ KbvWi 

Qeif^ t«B. *. Ciaff, 4i The fiift that produced 

theoi into the Chsitlian World was i^Baritf 

i^MiMtt, in whofe time the very woird CMm* 

nm founknoveo, that (as BfrnMRtf velaces out of 

Omum^ \x, wastaioen for aWitoi, Vmdd ^m^ 

cu$ Adkn. '' And the Emtbixai^i relates in ms 

^f^*iJf> chttL one of iiiK greaceCk Ancagookls be* 
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u%i:^ad what this CakbaU wzs, reply ed thj2C h^ 
-lyasaccmm jiotoriousHefOK^ lim ihad qppc>- 
fed bimfelf jigai|i(V J^«^ hioi 

his Accomplices and Followers were o^med C/^ 
^Wi^ic; The Early when be bad at a high pcioe 
purchaied iboie imall £ra^nenc& of it ton^' 
Jwj, diought huniielf MfUler of the naqft,aBci9Ht 
and valuable Monainenc in the Wodd : HCiie tmr 
ilake'was pardonable in hlm^ but nnpardonaUe in 
tho^ who (ince have bad opfiortuoity tp ^mit^ 
its fir(l liie and anaquity, and caenot cbTo^f n. the 
kad Tracer of ii: beyond the TalimdUai i^hiia i 
BeOdes this, I m^ oYcrthrow the^C^^Wf from 
r^pnal Arguments taken /itom. the /thing; ip /elfi^, 
as that it would reBe^ upon fihe Vi^ifcboi f^ 0o4 
that he ihould conveigh down foch mateiis^ and 
important ITruthsXas arefuppofed to be contained 
ia the CahhaU} by ib uncertain; and:qiit^(tiopi^0ii 
way, as OfalTradpm. That it rf n^SkdiR-Woifd 
of Qod ndiaik)usai3dulHel$9 andmabesicft mean*- 
in$ ait(^etber dpobcful and ambigtiqus^, and ^sco- 
ks'ft totbe g^ddy W fancifbi Conj^^r^s oto- 
very wm^iBmuh b^t the gfcn^ndkfnefsr di^tko^ chit^ 
it felf, makes alt other confutation needlefs. Sas^ 
(wt adleaf]3«d men) hatre w^ }^Jl9t0mef of 
^he CabhaU with it fd£, . aaditjbe. Ji^i^^/f of th$ 
JU^wf to the. Ti?xt as fio'<iop«s^]|^tij)Wj A*gi«l^Hp 
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loS 'JfttJccmtttoftbePlatomkXrinity, 

of its Truth and Sldidity. But alas, (befide that 
raoft of their Jnaimes between the Myftery and 
the Text ^rc fuftcicntly forced and uncouth ) 
there's rothii^ more eafie then for Fancy to find 
fomie CmfottMncy between the moll diilant things^ 
efpecially-in fuch various and unlimited things as 
Jilegmes are. If you (hould require it, I think I 
couQ with an ordinary plaufibility dra>y up a bo- 
dy of the Bmcuresn 'Phitofofhie out of the Writings 
oi jMoif Behemy and .yet perhaps it would puJe 
you. to thinjk of any Byfothejes of a more diftant 
Genius then they. Such an /Africa is Fancy, that 
it can couple things of the mdl diAant and con- 
trary Natures. And therefore I (hall never think 
the prettied Parallels ^ Analogies ^ and Simlitudes, 
to be any tollerablc Arguments. 

4. Havir^ thus evidenced the unwarrantable 
Rafhnefs of deriving Platonick, O^Quons from Jew^ 
ijh Trddiimsi I come in the next place to give 
( I.) A brief Account of the Rife of that fecm- 
ir^ agrecablencfs between the *PUt»mk^ and the 
Chrifiian Trinity, f 2.) To (hew by what Prin- 
ciples and fteps the Plattnifis happened upon their 
Triad, 

For thefi^ it kerns to have its Original from 
th6fe counterfeit and fuppofititious Authors, which 
pretended to the. grcatcft Antiquity^ bup yet were 

really 
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really compofed by the Gmfiickf out of the Ethnick, 
and ChrifitM Theobtgie^zvdzknbed to names i?f the 
greateft Antiquity and Veneration, fuchas alrmes 
TrifmegifiuSy Zoroafiers Oracles, the Sybillan Prvfhe- 
fi«,iiowitwereftrange if in thefe Authors there 
did not appear fome kind of Refemblance and Vi- 
cinity between the Platonick Philofofhie and the 
Holy Scriptures i feeing they had by all Artificial 
ways blended them together j as by coupling their 
different, terms to exprefs the fame thing, foiAvhere- 
as the Scrifture (Ules thtfirfl P erf on of the Trinity 
wvify and Plato the firft of his Trinity fw^rt^they 
joyn d them tc^ether, and call himm^r/u) ^wnifi, and 
as the Second Perfon is in Scripture ternied »»»«, and 
in Plato^jsi thefe he is generally ftiled »s« ^i^t -, Now 
they that knew nothii^ of the Imfojiure , meeting 
with fuch an ^^rf^w/ agreement between flatonick 
ISottMS and Chrifiian Do^nWj, might eafily imagine 
thatitwas«<if»nf/. The firft Author of this miftake 
feems to have beeaJmrnonius of Alexandria (Father 
to thsit Golden Chain of Philofophers of the Sacred 
fucctffion) who being both a Chrtfiian and a Plafonifi^ 
& lighting upon thefe Spuriouf JBookj, in which the 
PlatonickNotions Ztid Chrifiian Articles were blended 
and reconciled together jraight thence be eafily indu- 
ced to fancy a true and real Confonancy p^na'ch. - 
between them. And therefore P<rf««W avers ^'^9' 

that 
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chat he was the fisil chit undertbod ari^ thcixr- 
tion diploid's ThmfoU Priucifle, 9JaAtm, hecsanc 
hy thl^knowlcdgeby f^rgfingthe iPo#4c */ Trifme- 
gijl^. And hcnqcthofe Platonjils thatfolkrwed hini 
might fpeak of the Trinity more confooaatlf to th& 
Scciptures, the]>pefh^ they intended, though doc 
long after thefe ImpoCbyiies were diicoveced by 
Porphyrie^ as himfetf relates in the Life a/ PL>^ 
tinus. 

For the fccond J the Piatomck. TritU b vridd/ tfif^ 
fiexent from die CJ^^'4»a for they isteod byk £b 
many Orders and 1?(«i4r of InteJk(hd Beings^ 
and frequently added a fourth, which was the 
Humane Sml^ afid fet it at no greater cfifbnce frooi 
the Third > by which thqy meaot; the Sml of chis 
Ud-Meffe , then that wa$ removed fironfi the Secosd, 
by wlik;h chey meant the Fcrjfl imd or fool of £ie 
Inomtexiaiwerl^^And theirFiv^/c totbelsiKwke^e 
of theie Beings proceeded.i» this i^fechod. 

I, They it^spofe ail thi{^« to i^oend by Seaitfta 
Unity^ as Tiata endeavours, to proveio his Pamm* 
des^mif mts^t v*!^^ m kit Unijtyi$ theOjE^ne of all 
Number^ or all mij^'d and compouoded Beii^ 
mull: be at laH: refolved into ibme one £wa^ and 
jinnaxA Primifle^ otherwife the refolntion would 
be endlefs, fo that all Wendedand Hetera^txetus Pep^ 
fe^ions bcdimaterial and immaceti^l muH: of ne« 
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oe»lky ex^femewhece fimpk iBidnnoiix'di And 
liiaiali ImmatenJPaftSmsimn^ (bond Uerdeci 
rogecher In the Hiomme Smi , they ooDciaded chat as 
many degrecsof Berfcftionas they ODuld diicovtii 
there, that l^erc \fCic fo many ^(ankf of fuperiw 
and mtxehotnogeneal Beings h the Intelie&ualwortd, 
The Soul therefore ( as they apprehended ) coi4i. 
ftk^'of fburr parts, mutl have die fourth Rank in 
the! order of Intelieihal'^eMgs, and by coiifequence 
therttav^betbreefuperiorOmtfsvaost fimple and 
unccmpoanded, which muft by feveral Aeps as far 
exceed each other, astbebwm order furmounts 
the Soul, to the highcft whefeof muft of necefiity 
agree pure and imtt fimflkity, 

1. That which is the j»^4i«B<»i^, andconfe- 
<yiently theyj/jl Autiiwr of all other Bem^s , maft of 
neceflftty be the higheft perfeftion, and contain in It 
fclf all thtBxceiUwcy xai Acmfltjhmetas of all its 
Tf^tiBions^ & yetby'vcrtue of the former raaxime 
kcanbebut onefunple and uncompounded per* 
fe€tioH, and therefore to find out its Naiurti they 
eonfKler with themfelves what one Simpig Peffe^ 
&i<mj& io at^lute and transcendent as to conipre> 
hend all others s and at length conclude that Gcod- 
eefe is the naofli confurainate and moft entirely com- 
plcat PerfeQdon conceiviiWe, and therefore that tHe 
moift (im{4e smd unmi^ Goodnefs muCk be the Virfi 

Being, 
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B««^^ Which as 'tis i«)*«ir i. e, fure goodnefs^ fo it is 
»•*» K e, meer Unity or taxhcrfimflfctty, and has the 
fame Relation tp the other Beings , as Unity has 
toNunibcr. Now thw do not attribute the Crea- 
tion zadGenpemment oithemrld to thisB^iagwc 
have already difeovcred, but to the fecond BwWjfor, 
lay they , it could not flow, froixi the Pirfl, unlels the 
Ueas of all Tilings, had refidedinhiro, but then he 
could not hzythxxi absolutely fmfU ^ having fuch a 
muhiflieity of Ideas within mm. But Ueas lodging 
in tfe IntelleEiy the Second. Being which vvas no- 
thing but IntelteSi was not only.capable of receiving 
them, butjiadinhimasit were an O^em of them, 
which j2(?W«g from him filled z\i Toffthilities 
of Being With aUualExifiencies, Upon this account 
they ililedthere *'j^«' ••ys «»3»»becaufe itwasiiot 
the immediateF<7»»wi« of Thit^s,but only thcCaufe 
of that which was. And therefore I am apt to think 
that upon what Rationalities (ocvet they pretend to 
introduce their riiyii,*^ that their firft inducement 
to it was, that they might rife higher then Maxa- 
|Far»w and thofe other Philo fophers ythzt afl'ertcd an 
Eternal tnt to be xhtFirfi'Being and firfiCaufe of 
all things. 

3, Intell0 ot Underflandingbcm^ the t^klefi 
Terfe^ion nex.t to Goodnefs^ the fecond thing muft 
be fimply and abfolutely *St , apdbeing the Sufream 
. . Entity^ 
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Bmi^i^ TSLviKhiiM^^^hestbtaBak 'tis cam* 
poonded c£buik0 ttd Barn^ 'onu of^jr by t'sm^ 
c^tOMu AsdhoKewaikskvtA chat nice Contro- 
verfy , wbtther » iiipenar Bmot Uxtm ? The 
"EjAoiManmitJss "dock diihKf& Bate is orily a 

iiifxirkir toBrnhj, bccaufe dhe^ alletcch^ On^ind 
asQ Uncitaccd i<^ to be tbe FmcifU ci ali B^'ifr^ 
wlMil% kkli h j^M^* #!,{«« and tberefoie they 
liiill noc pecmyco to carniek <^, to 
ted thxh^g^ ofieof <«i«>««>i^»K4t«ivthatift^^ 
iboit ^ntiakt^, 'SvntkaB%(by6i£\99y)M^B^ 
va£cimi^mgbm.iAieMfftme or Bx^gm ditki 
Tin^towhkiiarJi^^^hrett 'tis&gf)^ Ccntis* 
«B^aibDtK>dcn^ko^aii^CQii]gr> that ledijrexibj 
betnde if itenllaiy it fontiteiybe klei£»3iiciif £:& 
km^yhfosakqmidt wkh asgccat O^iopnerf m 
ijpeechbtdeiiioaanBSisvtMb} ^a^ Boe 

whsKTvor tbot fetsn um»ts» the %n6csttksi of 
^«d»ko£ neadiey moOruncerRGua anasndjfgtioui, 
forco: boetf vmMbxii^ how modf >W a«kancecii 
)^^s^§cmmdtmf, aadbeci\]&ka«^£giB&e 
any thing it does in cSedi figniBe nothing,. &« aist»^ 
ietmmmji^n^atma a^ one with m in%ii^(tanc 
€ric; And: ^fm iiv this ?4ift^ircs9Rfi^^g^:tacp^ 
il^ M^/lffiuMr ;/jilM^ ciae fipp&ii^s^ and 
(^intcffieCv^/AijEii^ %ise.'^tifjf^my\3uimk>t9 

Q^ confute 
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SI4 'JvJcciuih if the Ptatmck. Trinity^ 

confate but to reprefencchdr Nviuf/iJ,ruit%~cfiere-- 
fore they, will Place the Sufretm Caufe of all ^^^ 4 
Ml I tne Second 3eing m order which is tSt , mud 
be ^i h «r i^*;;^' becaufe it is wtSm ^t h-mu 

4. Their third Principle , which proceeds froia 
the fecond as that from the firft, is >xia by which 
they underftand nothir^ but the Soul of the Uni- 
verXe^ and therefore ufually (Ule it f$,uufyi* » asbe^ 
ii^ the Archite^ of the World ; and hence 
as they a(&rt the r'^y^tf or felf originated Goodnefs 
tobe»wi* girhitit Caufally lntelU& ; and the »?(or 
Firft mind to be ^r atrU* ^i^vxi Caufally Sml^ 
fo they make 4vx) to be n^Ji7U$Mt^>A*^ be- 
caufe 'tis the Caufe of Matter and the Univerfe. I 
have already given ym Plato's wild defcripdotiof 
this Hypoftaus; and therefore fcfpecially becaufe I 
begin to tire and faulter) I {hall not trouble you 
with any farther account thereof,havii^fufiiciently 
{hewed the difference of the vulgar Do&rine of the 
. Trinity from the Platonick Triad, and withal from 
what Principles and by what R&dbnings thePk- 
tonids hapnedto own and aifert their Threefold 
Principle. 

It were eafie (Sir) to add Infinite Confiderations 
more, butifthefe wherewith I have already pre- 
fented you be material , I have £iid enough ; if not. 
Coo much. Being therj^re steady tyied^ I will 
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' LinJtciiuntof^PlatmckTrinity, Ss| 

iibcpue my fdf to the trouble of carefTing you 
wkn a fiicie and courtly Conclufion^ but iludl 
Bluntly and without any Cerenaony fumm up the 
main (cope and fignification of this tedious Lettejt 
jfito this one Serious and Eternal Truth , that 
I am. 

Sir 

Ttur mfi Faithfut 

vufi Humklej and mfi 

Jffe&iomte SefPant^ 

S. PARKER: 



PAg. 16. /. IJ. fir MortilitT read MOralhy. *. 18. 1. 7. fir 
rcnnbliog tor «(p!ring ivtf/fcrambliiigfor And afpirbn. f, 33. 
I. J. (or ttlitamis tttAtaitUmu f,9^.t. tilt, for mtfK'*»min 



FINIS. 
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